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Harvey Weinstein found guiity in iandmark #MeToo moment 


By M.SISAK/T. HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Harvey 
Weinstein was convicted 
Monday ot rape and sex¬ 
ual assault against two 
women and could be sent 
to prison tor decades, seal¬ 
ing his dizzying tall from 
powerful Hollywood studio 
boss to orchvilloin of the 
#MeToo movement. He 
was convicted on charg¬ 
es stemming from o 2006 
sexual assault and o 2013 
rope. The jury found Wein¬ 
stein not guilty on the most 
serious charge, predatory 
sexual assault, that could 
hove resulted in o life sen- 
tence.The most damaging 
conviction, for the sexual 
assault of production assist¬ 
ant Mimi Holeyi, would car¬ 
ry o maximum sentence of 
25 years. 

Continued on Page 30 



Harvey Weinstein arrives at a Manhattan courthouse tor jury deliberations in his rape trial, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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White House readying emergency coronavirus budget request 


By ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

White House is readying an 
urgent budget request to 
address the deadly coro¬ 
navirus outbreak, whose 
rapid spread is spooking 
financial markets and re¬ 
stricting international trav¬ 
el. 

The request is still being 
developed but is likely to 
come this week, a senior 
administration official con¬ 
firmed Monday. The De¬ 
partment of Health and Hu¬ 
man Services has already 
tapped into an emergency 


infectious disease rapid re¬ 
sponse fund and is seeking 
to transfer more than $130 
million from other HHS ac¬ 
counts to combat the virus 
but is pressing for more. 

"We need some funding 
here to make sure that 
we protect all Americans," 
Deputy White House Press 
Secretary Hogan Gidley 
said on Fox News. "We need 
to combat this, we need to 
make sure our people are 
safe and the president is al¬ 
ways going to take action 
to do that." 

Senators returning to Wash¬ 
ington after a weeklong re- 
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In this Feb. 13, 2020 file photo. Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar testifies on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 


cess will receive a classified 
briefing Tuesday morning 
on the government's coro¬ 
navirus response, a Senate 
aide said. 

"All of the warning lights are 
flashing bright red. We are 
staring down a potential 
pandemic and the admin¬ 
istration has no plan," said 
Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. 
"We have a crisis of corona- 
virus and President Trump 
has no plan, no urgency, 
no understanding of the 
facts or how to coordinate 
a response." 

Trump was a vocal critic 
of former President Barack 
Obama's response to the 
2014 Ebola scare, which 
barely touched the U.S. but 
was seen as a factor in that 
year's midterm elections, 
which restored control of 
the Senate to Republicans. 
Among the needs is funding 


to reimburse the Pentagon, 
which is housing evacuees 
from China — who are re¬ 
quired to undergo 14-day 
quarantines — at several 
military bases in California. 
Democrats controlling the 
House wrote HHS Secre¬ 
tary Alex Azar earlier this 
month to request funds to 
help speed development 
of a coronavirus vaccine, 
expand laboratory capac¬ 
ity, and beef up screening 
efforts at U.S. entry points. 
Azar is slated to testify be¬ 
fore the Senate Appropria¬ 
tions Committee on Tues¬ 
day, and the U.S. response 
to the outbreak is sure to 
be a major topic. 

The White House bud¬ 
get office, led by Russell 
Vought, is working with HHS 
to shape the request, with 
the agency seeking more 
than the White House is 
likely to approve. There is 


a receptive audience for 
the request on Capitol Hill, 
though stand-alone emer¬ 
gency spending bills can 
be tricky to pass since they 
are invariably a target for 
lawmakers seeking add¬ 
ons. 

The stock market dove 
Monday over coronavirus 
fears, with the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average drop¬ 
ping by 3.6% — or more 
than 1,000 points. 

The quickly spreading virus 
has slammed the economy 
of China, where the virus 
originated, and caseloads 
are rapidly increasing in 
countries such as South Ko¬ 
rea, Iran, and Italy. 

In San Francisco, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi took 
a walking tour of China¬ 
town on Monday to let the 
public know the neighbor¬ 
hood is safe and open for 
business. □ 
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Forest fire near 1-80, Appalachian Trail mostly contained 


HARDWICK TOWNSHIP, NJ. 
(AP) — A forest fire burn¬ 
ing through a popular hik¬ 
ing area that is crossed by 
the Appalachian Trail and 
a major interstate highway 
was about 80% contained 
by Monday afternoon. New 
Jersey fire officials said. 

The fire began Sunday af¬ 
ternoon on Mount Tamma¬ 
ny, a steep, rugged area of 
New Jersey's Worthington 
State Forest and the Dela¬ 
ware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area on the 
New Jersey-Pennsylvania 
border. Fire officials said 
about 80 acres (30 hect¬ 
ares) had burned by Mon¬ 
day. 

A helicopter and 40 fire¬ 
fighters were working to 
put the fire out Monday, of¬ 
ficials said. 

Greg McLaughlin, chief of 


the New Jersey Forest Fires 
Service, said no injuries 
have been reported. 

A cause for the fire had not 
been determined, officials 
said. 

Chris Franek, the state for¬ 
est fire service's assistant di¬ 
vision fire warden, said fires 
on similar terrain usually 
burn upward but that Sun¬ 
day's fire, which started be¬ 
low a trail at an elevation 
of about 1,400 feet burned 
downhill because the trail 
area is rocky and without 
abundant vegetation. He 
said fires are rare there at 
this time of year because 
the area usually has a layer 
of snow. 

Incident Commander Eric 
Weber told WFMZ-TV the 
ground crews operating at 
night had to contend with 
difficult terrain. 


A helicopter dropped wa- ged," Weber said. "It's prob- 
ter on the fire Sunday, offi- ably the steepest terrain in 



A fire burns on Mount Tammany in the Delaware Water Gap 
National Recreation Area in Hardwick Township, N.J., Sunday, 
Feb. 23, 2020. 

Associated Press 


cials said. the entire state of New Jer- 

"It's pretty steep and rug- sey." 


Pictures and video shared 
Sunday on social media 
showed a wall of flames 
not far from Interstate 80, 
which carries traffic to and 
from New York City and 
goes through the water 
gap. It was backed up in 
both directions. 

Some delays were report¬ 
ed during the Monday 
morning commute, but of¬ 
ficials said the highway was 
open in both directions. 
They warned, though, that 
smoky conditions would 
likely remain until at least 
Tuesday and flames would 
also be visible. 

The fire broke out on a sun¬ 
ny February day that saw 
unusually mild. The Appala¬ 
chian Trail crosses through 
the recreation area, but 
remained open Monday 
afternoon. □ 
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FBI official: Russia wanfs to see U.S. 'tear ourselves apart' 



Russian President Viadimir Putin chairs a Security Council meeting at the Novo-Ogaryovo residence 
outside Moscow Moscow, Russia, Friday, Feb. 21, 2020. 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rus¬ 
sia wants to watch Ameri¬ 
cans "tear ourselves apart" 
as the United States heads 
toward elections, on FBI ot- 
ticiol warned Monday. 
David Porter, on assistant 
section chiet with the FBI's 
Foreign Influence Task 
Force, accused Russia of 
conducting brazen opera¬ 
tions aimed at spreading 
disinformation, exploiting 
lines of division in society 
and sowing doubt about 
the integrity of U.S. elec¬ 
tions and the ability of its 
leaders to govern effec¬ 
tively. 

Porter spoke at an elec¬ 
tion security conference 
on Capitol Hill just days af¬ 
ter conflicting accounts 
emerged of a closed-door 
briefing intelligence offi¬ 
cials had given to House 
lawmakers on threats from 
Russia and other nations 
in the 2020 election. That 
briefing focused attention 
on the possibility that Russia 
could work to aid President 
Donald Trump's reelection. 
Democratic rival Sen. Ber- 
nie Sanders has said intel¬ 


ligence officials told him 
that Russia was looking to 
boost his candidacy, too. 
Porter did not address the 
briefing or whether Russia 
had a preference for par¬ 
ticular candidates. But he 
said Russia was generally 
engaged in "information 
confrontation" aimed at 


blurring fact from fiction, 
eroding American confi¬ 
dence in democratic insti¬ 
tutions and driving wedges 
into society's fracture lines. 

"The primary objective is 
not to create a particular 
version of the truth but rath¬ 
er to cloud the truth and 
erode our ability to find it, 
creating a sentiment that 
no narrative or news source 
can be trusted at all," Por¬ 
ter said. 

The FBI formed the Foreign 
Influence Task Force after 
widespread interference 
by Russia in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential campaign. The task 
force was initially intended 
to focus primarily on Russia, 
but it also works to counter 
influence operations — in¬ 
cluding hacking and more 
covert methods — from 
adversaries including Chi¬ 
na, North Korea and Iran. 
U.S. officials see China as 
an aggressive threat, par¬ 
ticularly when it comes to 
espionage and theft of in¬ 
tellectual property, but Por¬ 
ter said Beijing's goal was 
less about sowing general 


Associated Press 

chaos in the U.S. and more 
about promoting and de¬ 
veloping its own economic 
standing in the world. 

"To put it simply, in this 
space, Russia wants to 
watch us tear ourselves 
apart, while it seems that 
China would rather man¬ 
age our gradual economic 
decline over the course of 
generations," Porter said. 
Intelligence officials have 
not commented publicly 
on the Feb. 13 briefing 
given to members of the 
House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee. One intelligence 
official said lawmakers 
were not told that Russia 
was working directly to aid 
Trump. But other people fa¬ 
miliar with the meeting said 
they were told the Kremlin 
was looking to help Trump's 
candidacy. The people 
spoke on condition of an¬ 
onymity to discussed the 
classified briefing. 

Carrie Cordero, a former 
Justice Department nation¬ 
al security lawyer, lament¬ 
ed the lack of public infor¬ 
mation about the briefing 


and the underlying intelli¬ 
gence, particularly since a 
recent Senate Intelligence 
Committee report faulted 
the Obama administration 
for not being sufficiently 
transparent about Rus¬ 
sian election interference 
ahead of the 2016 presi¬ 
dential contest. 

She said it remains unclear 
from the news reporting 
exactly what message 
was communicated to the 
committee. 

"What I have really been 
encouraging is that the 
government be more forth¬ 
coming of information that 
is more indicative of the 
current election threats," 
Cordero said. 

Other speakers at the sym¬ 
posium, whose sponsors in¬ 
cluded the Center for De¬ 
mocracy and Technology 
and Penn State Dickinson 
Law, focused on more do¬ 
mestic threats to election 
security. 

Lawrence Norden, the di¬ 
rector of the Election Re¬ 
form Program at the Bren¬ 
nan Center for Justice, 
said he was concerned 
that there were no federal 
regulations governing the 
vendors who supply local 
election infrastructure. 

"I do think this is a real 
weakness going into 2020, 
and the solution as always 
in elections is to hope for 
the best and prepare for 
the worst," Norden said. 
Meanwhile, Senate Dem¬ 
ocratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer of New York, 
along with Democratic 
Sens. Sherrod Brown of 
Ohio and Robert Menen- 
dez of New Jersey, sent a 
letter Monday to Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
and Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo urging sanctions 
for "all those determined 
to be responsible for ongo¬ 
ing elections interference," 
including Russia President 
Vladimir Putin. □ 
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Who is No. 1 ? Whoever gets to fill out 2020 Census form 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — It's a 
question spouses, domestic 
partners and roommates 
are going to be forced to 
confront in the next few 
weeks as they fill out their 
2020 Census forms: Who 
gets to be the primary per¬ 
son in the household? 
Everyone else who lives 
in the home has to be 
identified on the form by 
how they are related to 
so-called "Person 1It's 
a question that even the 
most egalitarian homes are 
going to have to figure out 
— though it's sure to spark 
some intriguing conversa¬ 
tions. 

For married couple Debbie 
Kleinberg and Frankie Huff, 
it's a no-brainer. 

"Me, because anytime 
Frankie has paperwork, I do 
it," said Kleinberg, a credit 
administrator, who lives 
with her college-professor 
wife in an Orlando suburb. 
Kleinberg says the 2020 
Census-answering process 
in their home will follow a 
familiar pattern. 

"The notice will come in the 
mail. It will sit on the kitchen 
table for a couple of days, 
or weeks. It may even get 
lost, and we will find it after 
sorting through a pile of bills 
later," Kleinberg said. 

But she will eventually fill it 
out. 

"Being introverts, we don't 
want anyone knocking on 
our door," she said. 
Deciding who fills out the 
questionnaire may force 
spouses or domestic part¬ 
ners to talk about power 
dynamics they might not 
have discussed for 10 
years, since the last time 
there was a decennial 
census, said Diana Betz, 
an assistant professor of 
psychology at Loyola Uni¬ 
versity Maryland. In some 
households, she added, 
the topic might never have 
come up. 

That could mean contem¬ 
plating whether having a 
bigger salary or a more im¬ 
portant job title trumps the 
traditional gender norms a 
couple may have settled 
into, or if doing more for a 
household through domes¬ 
tic chores or child-raising 
gives someone the claim. 



In this Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020, Diana Betz, an assistant professor of psychology at Loyola 
University Maryland, poses at her home in Crofton, Md. 

Associated Press 


May. The 2020 Census will 
help determine how $1.5 
trillion in federal spending 
is distributed as well as how 
many congressional seats 
each state gets. 

The Census Bureau offers 
no guidance on how to 
sort out who comes first. 
When asked how people 
should decide who in their 
home gets to respond. 
Census Bureau director 
Steven Dillingham said he 
wasn't going to venture 
an opinion, "just as long as 
someone is answering and 
we get a self-response." 
And who will be filling out 
the form in his home? 
"That's a good question," 
Dillingham said. 

"Hopefully, I'm home and 
maybe it will be me. But if 
not, my wife will do a great 
job."a 


Betz said. In Betz's home, 
her husband, an econo¬ 
mist, will be filling out the 
questionnaire when it first 
becomes available in mid- 
March, but that's only be¬ 
cause he wrote his disserta¬ 
tion about the census. "So, 
that's a complicating fac¬ 
tor," she said. 

The 2020 form says "Per¬ 
son 1" should be someone 
who pays the rent or owns 
the home. If nobody meets 
that description, "start by 
listing any adult living here 
as Person 1," according to 
the form. 

Knowing how everyone 
else is related to "Person 1" 
helps the Census Bureau 
understand the different 
types of households there 
are, and their numbers, 
such as family households 
with a grandparent living in 
the home. 

Until 40 years ago. Person 1 
was called "head of house¬ 
hold" or "head of family." 
But the U.S. Census Bureau 
stopped using those moni¬ 
kers as more women were 
entering the workforce 
and fewer men were the 
sole breadwinners. "House¬ 
holder" also is used to de¬ 
scribe the person to whom 
the relationship of all other 
household members is re¬ 
corded. 

The most recent American 
Community Survey offers 
a sneak-peak of how the 
genders of "Person 1" may 
break down in the 2020 


Census — and it points to a 
fairly even divide. 

In2018, there were a to¬ 
tal of79 millionhouseholds 
with families. In 41 million 
of those homes, the house¬ 
holder was a man, and in 
38 million homes, the house¬ 
holder was a woman. 

This year, there are more 
options on the census form 
for describing how people 
are related to Person 1 since 
the Census Bureau has 
added categories like "op¬ 
posite-sex unmarried part¬ 
ner," "same-sex husband/ 
wife/spouse" and "same- 
sex unmarried partner." The 
change came after the 
2010 census when the form 
only had "husband or wife" 
and "unmarried partners" 
to describe romantic at¬ 
tachments. Several studies 
have theorized that same- 
sex couples from the 2010 
census were inflated due to 
unintentional mis-markings 
by confused heterosexual 
married couples. 

Unlike in years past, most 
people won't be filling 
out the form by hand and 
mailing it back. Instead, 
the Census Bureau is en¬ 
couraging a majority of 
respondents to answer the 
questions online, although 
people also will be able to 
answer by telephone and 
by mailing in their respons¬ 
es. Census workers will be 
sent out to knock on the 
doors of homes of people 
who haven't responded by 
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Crackdown on immigrants who use public benefits takes effect 


By ANITA SNOW 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — Pastor 
Antonio Velasquez soys 
that before the Trump ad¬ 
ministration announced a 
crackdown on immigrants 
using government social 
services, people lined up 
before sunrise outside o 
state office in o largely La¬ 
tino Phoenix neighborhood 
to sign up for food stamps 
and Medicaid. 

No more. 

"You hod to arrive of 3 in 
the morning, and it might 
take you until the end of 
the day," he said, pointing 
behind the office in the 
Moryvole neighborhood 
to show how long the lines 
got. 

But no one lined up one 
recent weekday morning, 
and there were just o hand¬ 
ful of people inside. 

With new rules taking ef¬ 
fect Monday that disqualify 
more people from green 
cords if they use govern¬ 
ment benefits, droves of 
immigrants, including citi¬ 
zens and legal residents, 
hove dropped social ser¬ 
vices they or their children 
may be entitled to out of 
fear they will be kicked out 
of the U.S., said Velazquez 
and other advocates. 

"This will bring more pov¬ 
erty, more homeless, more 
illness," said Velasquez, o 
well-known leader among 
Spanish-speaking immi¬ 
grants in the Phoenix area. 
Advocates around the U.S. 
gathered Monday to dis¬ 
cuss and criticize the policy. 
Participants of o New York 
City roundtable said that in 
anticipation of the change, 
neighborhoods with higher 
immigrant populations hod 
seen enrollment declines in 
the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Wom¬ 
en, Infants and Children, 
known os WIC. They also 
urged immigrants to get 
legal advice on how they 
may be affected. 

In Boston, the Rev. Dieufort 
Fleurissoint said some Hai¬ 
tian immigrants worry that 
accepting benefits could 
keep their relatives from 
coming to the U.S. 

Bethany Li, of Greater Bos¬ 
ton Legal Services, said 
Chinese families ore pass¬ 
ing on WIC benefits not 


covered by the new rules. 
The guidelines that aim to 
determine whether immi¬ 
grants seeking legal resi¬ 
dency may become o gov¬ 


ernment burden are port of 
the Trump administration's 
broader effort to reduce 
immigration, particularly 
among poorer people. 

The rules that critics soy 
amount to o "wealth test" 
were set to take effect in 
October but were delayed 
by legal challenges alleg¬ 
ing o violation of due pro¬ 
cess under the U.S. Consti¬ 
tution. The Supreme Court 
lost month cleared the way 
for the Trump administra¬ 
tion to move forward while 
the rules were litigated in 
the courts. 

A 5-4 vote Friday by the 
high court sided with the 
Trump administration by lift¬ 
ing o lost injunction cover¬ 
ing just Illinois, giving White 
House adviser Stephen 
Miller and other hardliners 
o resounding win in one of 
their boldest attempts to 
limit legal immigration. 
Justice Sonia Sotomoyor 
issued o blistering dissent, 
criticizing the administra¬ 
tion for quickly turning to 
the Supreme Court otter 
facing losses in lower courts 
and suggesting that her 
conservative colleagues 


handled the litigation in¬ 
consistently in their desire 
to give Trump o victory. 
White House press secretary 
Stephanie Grisham said 


Saturday that the change 
will "reestablish the funda¬ 
mental legal principle that 
newcomers to our society 
should be financially self- 
reliant and not dependent 
on the largess of United 
States taxpayers." 

Ken Cuccinelli, acting 
deputy Homeland Security 
secretary, said Monday on 
Fox News Channel's "Fox & 
Friends" that the change is 
"not a moral judgment on 
individuals, it is on econom¬ 
ic one." 

He said the government 
expects "people seeking 
to be long-term immigrants 
here, and maybe join us 
as citizens, will be able to 
stand on their own two 
feet." He said the rules were 
"a major priority for the 
president." 

Federal law already re¬ 
quires those seeking to per¬ 
manent residency or legal 
status to prove they will not 
be a burden to the U.S. — a 
"public charge," in govern¬ 
ment lingo. But the new 
rules include a wider range 
of programs that could dis¬ 
qualify them, including us¬ 
ing Medicaid, food stamps 


and housing vouchers. 

The chilling effect spread¬ 
ing through immigrant com¬ 
munities recalls how millions 
of refugees dumped social 


services during the welfare 
changes of the 1990s, even 
though the legislation that 
prompted the cuts explic¬ 
itly exempted them. 
Nazanin Ash, Washington- 
based vice president for 
global policy and advo¬ 
cacy for the nonprofit In¬ 
ternational Rescue Com¬ 
mittee, pointed to research 
showing some 37 percent 
of refugees exempted from 
the Clinton-era changes in 
welfare benefits dropped 
food stamps they were en¬ 
titled to. 

Ash said the Trump admin¬ 
istration rules would likely 
cause similar hardships for 
immigrants who contribute 
to the American economy. 
"To call them a burden on 
society is factually incor¬ 
rect," she said. 

The nonprofit Migration Pol¬ 
icy Institute in Washington 
said in an August policy pa¬ 
per that it expects "a signifi¬ 
cant share" of the nearly 23 
million noncitizens and U.S. 
citizens in immigrant fami¬ 
lies who use public benefits 
will drop them. 

Julia Gelatt, a senior policy 
analyst with the institute. 


said the guidelines are so 
complicated that there 
have even been reports of 
parents dropping their kids' 
free school lunches, which 
are not affected. 

Gelatt noted that the rules 
apply only to social ser¬ 
vices used after Monday 
and do not affect citizens 
or most green card holders. 
Refugees vetted by federal 
agencies before their ar¬ 
rival, as well as people who 
obtain asylum, are not af¬ 
fected. 

The guidelines don't apply 
to many programs for chil¬ 
dren and pregnant and 
postnatal women, includ¬ 
ing Head Start early child¬ 
hood education and WIC. 
Nevertheless, Stephanie 
Santiago, who manages 
two Phoenix-area clinics 
for the nonprofit Mountain 
Park Health Center, said 
during the last three months 
of 2019 she suddenly saw 
scores of immigrants drop 
those and other benefits. 
"People are very scared 
about the rules," Santiago 
said. "The sad thing is that 
they even drop the services 
their U.S. citizen kids qualify 
for. A lot of these kids are 
going to school sick or their 
parents are paying out of 
pocket for services they 
should get for free." 

Cynthia Aragon, outreach 
coordinator for the non¬ 
profit Helping Families in 
Need in Phoenix, said that 
because of the confusion, 
she is steering people to 
private sources of aid, like 
food banks and church-run 
clinics. 

"I think people will start 
applying for government 
services again after it be¬ 
comes clearer how things 
are going to work," Aragon 
said. "In the meantime, we 
tell immigrants to look for 
some of the other resourc¬ 
es out there and don't feel 
like a victim. "□ 
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In this Jan. 31, 2019, file photo, hundreds of people overflow onto the sidewalk in a line snaking 
around the block outside a U.S. Immigration office with numerous courtrooms In San Francisco. 

Associated Press 
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Pioneering biack NASA mathematician Katherine Johnson dies 



In this Feb. 26 , 2017, file photo Jonelle AAonae, left, Taraji P. Henson, second right and Octavio 
Spencer, right, introduce Katherine Johnson, seated, the inspiration for "Hidden Figures," as they 
present the award for best documentary feature at the Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By BEN FINLEY 
Associated Press 

Katherine Johnson, o math¬ 
ematician who calculated 
rocket trajectories and 
earth orbits for NASA's early 
space missions and was lat¬ 
er portrayed in the 2016 hit 
film "Hidden Figures," about 
pioneering black female 
aerospace workers, has 
died. She was 101. 

Johnson died Monday of 
natural causes at a retire¬ 
ment community in New¬ 
port News, Virginia, fam¬ 
ily attorney Donyale Y. H. 
Reavis told The Associated 
Press. 

NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine said in a state¬ 
ment that Johnson "helped 
our nation enlarge the fron¬ 
tiers of space even as she 
made huge strides that also 
opened doors for women 
and people of color." 
Johnson was one of the 
"computers" who solved 
equations by hand dur¬ 
ing NASA’s early years and 
those of its precursor orga¬ 
nization, the National Ad¬ 
visory Committee for Aero¬ 
nautics. 

Johnson and other block 
women initially worked in o 
racially segregated com¬ 
puting unit in Hampton, Vir¬ 
ginia, that wasn't officially 
dissolved until NACA be¬ 
came NASA in 1958. Signs 
hod dictated which bath¬ 
rooms the women could 
use. 

Johnson focused on air¬ 
planes and other research 
at first. But her work at 
NASA's Langley Research 
Center eventually shifted 
to Project Mercury, the na¬ 
tion's first human space 
program. 

"Our office computed oil 
the (rocket) trajectories," 
Johnson told The Virginian- 
Pilot newspaper in 2012. 


"You tell me when and 
where you want it to come 
down, and I will tell you 
where and when and how 
to launch it." 

In 1961, Johnson did tra¬ 
jectory analysis for Alan 
Shepard's Freedom 7 Mis¬ 
sion, the first to carry on 
American into space. The 
next year, she manually 
verified the calculations of 
a nascent NASA computer, 
an IBM 7090, which plotted 
John Glenn's orbits around 
the planet. 

"Get the girl to check the 
numbers," o computer- 
skeptical Glenn hod insist¬ 
ed in the days before the 
launch. 

"Katherine organized her¬ 
self immediately at her 
desk, growing phone- 
book-thick stacks of data 
sheets o number at o time, 
blocking out everything 
except the labyrinth of tra¬ 
jectory equations," Margot 
Lee Shetterly wrote in her 
2016 book "Hidden Figures," 
on which the film is based. 
"It took o day and o holt of 
watching the tiny digits pile 
up: eye-numbing, disorient¬ 
ing work," Shetterly wrote. 
Shetterly told the AP that 
Johnson was "exceptional 
in every way." 

"The wonderful gift that 
Katherine Johnson gave 
us is that her story shined 
o light on the stories of so 
many other people," Shet¬ 
terly said Monday. "She 
gave us o new way to look 
at block history, women's 
history and American histo¬ 
ry." Johnson considered her 
work on the Apollo moon 
missions to be her greatest 
contribution to space ex¬ 
ploration. Her calculations 
helped the lunar lander 
rendezvous with the orbit¬ 
ing command service mod¬ 
ule. She also worked on the 


Space Shuttle program be¬ 
fore retiring in 1986. 

Johnson and her co-work- 
ers hod been relatively un¬ 
sung heroes of America’s 
Space Race. But in 2015, 
President Barack Obomo 
awarded Johnson — then 
97 — the Presidential Med¬ 
al of Freedom, the nation’s 
highest civilian honor. 

The "Hidden Figures" book 
and film followed, telling 
the stories of Johnson, Dor¬ 
othy Vaughan and Mary 
Jackson, among others. 
Johnson was portrayed in 
the film by actress Toroji P. 
Henson. The film was nomi¬ 
nated for o Best Picture Os¬ 
car and grossed more than 
$200 million worldwide. 

In 2017, Johnson was 
brought on stage at the 
Academy Awards ceremo¬ 
ny to thunderous applause. 
Jackson and Vaughan hod 
died in 2005 and 2008 re¬ 
spectively. 

Johnson was born Kath¬ 
erine Golemon on August 
26, 1918, in White Sulphur 


Springs, West Virginia, near 
the Virginia border. The 
small town hod no schools 
for blacks beyond the 
eighth grade, she told The 
Richmond Times-Dispotch 
in 1997. 

Each September, her fa¬ 
ther drove Johnson and her 
siblings to Institute, West Vir¬ 
ginia, for high school and 
college on the campus of 
the historically block West 
Virginia State College. 
Johnson taught at block 
public schools before be¬ 
coming one of three block 
students to integrate West 
Virginia’s graduate schools 
in 1939. 

She left otter the first session 
to start o family with her first 
husband, James Goble, 
and returned to teaching 
when her three daughters 
grew older. In 1953, she 
started working at the all- 
block West Area Comput¬ 
ing unit at what was then 
called Langley Memorial 
Aeronautical Laboratory 
in Hampton. Johnson's first 


husband died in 1956. She 
married James A. Johnson 
in 1959. He died lost year. 
Johnson is survived by two 
of her three daughters, 
six grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren, sold 
Reovis, the family attorney. 
Johnson spent her later 
years encouraging stu¬ 
dents to enter the fields of 
science, technology, engi¬ 
neering and mathematics. 
"Just lost week, she was giv¬ 
ing on interview to o high 
schooler who wanted to 
talk to her in French," Reo- 
vis said. "She hod two de¬ 
grees. One in French, and 
one in Mathematics." 
Looking bock, Johnson sold 
she hod little time to worry 
about being treated un¬ 
equally. 

"My dad taught us 'you ore 
os good os anybody in this 
town, but you're no better,"' 
Johnson told NASA in 2008. 
"I don't hove o feeling of in¬ 
feriority. Never hod. I'm os 
good os anybody, but no 
better."Q 
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Italy tries to contain virus as isolated towns hunker down 



Tourists, some of them wearing sanitary masks, stand next to the Vittorio Emanuele Gallery in 
downtown Milan, Italy, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020. 


By PAOLO SANTALUCIA, 
GIADA ZAMPANO and 
NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
CODOGNO, Italy (AP) — 
Police manned check¬ 
points around quaran¬ 
tined towns in Italy’s north 
on Monday and residents 
stocked up on food as the 
country became the focal 
point of the outbreak in Eu¬ 
rope and fears of its cross- 
border spread. 

Croatia, Hungary and Ire¬ 
land advised against travel 
to the affected areas, and 
Italians traveling abroad 
began to feel the effects of 
a crackdown: A bus from 
Milan was barricaded by 
police in the French city of 
Lyon for health checks for 
several hours before being 
deemed to be virus-free 
and sent on its way;Alitalia 
passengers arriving in Mau¬ 
ritius were threatened with 
quarantine. 

Civil protection officials 
said at least 229 people 
have tested positive for the 
virus in Italy. State television 
on Monday night reported 
the seventh death of an 
infected person — that of 
a 62-year-old man who al¬ 


ready had serious health 
problems. The other six vic¬ 
tims, also with pre-existing 
medical conditions, were 
elderly. 

The majority of those 
known to be infected with 
COVID-19 hail from two 
main clusters — some 10 
towns in Lombardy and an¬ 
other area in the neighbor¬ 


ing region of Veneto. Italy 
has the highest number of 
cases outside Asia, under¬ 
scoring the limits of Italy's 
prevention protocols, the 
most stringent in Europe. 
Officials still hadn’t pin¬ 
pointed the origin of Italy’s 
outbreak or whether the 
clusters were related. With 
the numbers rising, authori¬ 
ties were struggling to con¬ 
tain the number of cases, 
which by Monday had 
spread to a half-dozen re¬ 
gions and prompted Aus¬ 
tria to temporarily halt rail 
traffic across its border with 
Italy. 

“These rapid develop¬ 
ments over the weekend 
have shown how quickly 
this situation can change,” 
EU Health Commissioner 
Stella Kyriakides said in 
Brussels. “We need to take 
this situation of course very 
seriously, but we must not 
give in to panic, and, even 
more importantly, to disin¬ 
formation.” 

On Tuesday, Kyriakides will 
meet in Rome with Italy’s 
health ministers, those from 
bordering countries — Aus¬ 
tria, France, Slovenia and 
Switzerland, as well as the 
ministers from Germany 
and Croatia. 

For Italians barricaded 
in the dozen small towns 
around the two main clus¬ 
ters of the outbreak, the 
outlook for the next two 
weeks appeared bleak, 
with the only order of busi¬ 


Associated Press 

ness getting enough food 
in the house, keeping dis¬ 
tance from one another 
and getting tested. 

“This wasn’t a very exciting 
place to begin with,” said 
Andrea Casalis, a 27-year- 
old from Vo’Euganeo, a 
town of 3,500 people at the 
epicenter of the Veneto 
cluster. “Since we can’t go 
to the bar, there’s no much 
left to do.” 

Casalis had been due to 
start a new job in the food 
sector a few miles out of 
town, but that is now on 
hold — evidence of the 
cascading economic ef¬ 
fect the outbreak is begin¬ 
ning to wreak on the north¬ 
ern powerhouse of Italy’s 
economy. 

“I try to stay optimistic, but 
the perception of what’s 
going on changes subjec¬ 
tively,” he said. 

While Italian authorities 
canceled soccer matches, 
Masses and closed schools, 
museums, theaters and 
even Venice’s famed Car¬ 
nival, they also sought to 
calm fears by noting the vi¬ 
rus’ low mortality rate. 
Speaking on state-run 
RAI news, virologist llaria 
Capua of the University of 
Florida noted that Italy’s 
high number of cases were 
due to the fact that Italy 
was “actively seeking them 
out.” More than 3,000 peo¬ 
ple have been tested for 
the virus, most of whom had 
direct contact with those 


infected. “It is likely that the 
more we look, the more we 
will find,” Capua said. But 
she stressed that the major¬ 
ity of cases likely wouldn’t 
even require a doctor’s 
visit and that Italy’s num¬ 
bers are “very analogous 
to what we will see in many 
other European countries.” 
Civil protection officials in¬ 
sisted that Italy was still a 
safe place to visit. Veneto 
regional president Luca 
Zaia lamented that he nev¬ 
er imagined he would ever 
have to cancel Venice’s 
Carnival — another eco¬ 
nomic blow to the famed 
lagoon city that already 
saw tourism plummet after 
last year’s floods. 

Italy, however, wasn’t tak¬ 
ing chances and effec¬ 
tively sealed off a dozen 
northern towns where more 
than 200 of the cases were 
found. 

On Monday, police wear¬ 
ing face masks manned 
checkpoints along the 
road into Codogno, south¬ 
east of Milan, where the 
first patient to test positive 
for the virus was hospital¬ 
ized last week. 

Residents wearing face 
masks and gloves lined up 
at Codogno’s supermarket 
to stock up on food, only 
to find out the market was 
still closed on orders of the 
mayor. Later, groups of four 
at a time were allowed into 
the bakery in nearby Casa- 
Ipusterlengo, and one at a 
time into the pharmacy. 
Italian farm lobby Coldiretti 
reported a 5%-10% increase 
in fresh fruit and produce 
purchases this weekend 
across the country, as Ital¬ 
ians stocked up fearing 
possible future quarantines 
even in regions that hadn’t 
registered any cases. Hand 
disinfectant and face 
masks were in short supply; 
in Genoa — which hasn’t 
had any cases — the su¬ 
permarket shelves were 
empty. 

Civil protection chief An¬ 
gelo Borrelli acknowledged 
that there were some sup¬ 
ply issues with the virus test 
kits, and Lombardy officials 
announced they were no 
longer automatically test¬ 
ing people who had come 
into contact with infected 
patients. □ 
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German man drives car into Carnival crowd, injures 30 


By DAVID RISING and 
FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — A man in¬ 
tentionally drove a car 
into a crowd at a Carnival 
parade in a small town in 
central Germany, injuring 
around 30 people includ¬ 
ing children, otficials said 
Monday. 

The driver, a 29-year-old 
German citizen who lived 


locally, was arrested at the 
scene in Vclkmarsen near 
Kassel, abaut 280 kilome¬ 
ters (175 miles) southwest 
of Berlin, prosecutors said. 
He is being investigated on 
suspicion of attempted ho¬ 
micide. 

A spokesman for Frankfurt 
prosecutors, Alexander 
Badle, said in a statement 
that “abaut 30 people" 
were injured. They were 



Local residents gather at a roadblock near AAandamados 
village on the northeastern Aegean island of Lesbos, 
Greece, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Greek island protesters 
vow to stop new 
migrant camps 


By MICHAEL VARAKLAS 
and COSTAS KANTOURIS 
Associated Press 
LESBOS, Greece (AP) — 

Protest groups on three 
eastern Greek islands on 
Monday begun setting 
up blackades aimed at 
stapping the government 
from building new mi¬ 
grant detention centers. 
The groups on Lesbos, 
Chios, and Samos have 
received broad support 
on the islands, including 
from municipal authori¬ 
ties and farming associa¬ 
tions. 

The government says it 
is determined ta build 
detention centers on re¬ 
cently appropriated land 
ta replace cvercrowded 
camps on the islands — 
announcing that con¬ 
struction would resume 
this week after a brief 
break for consultations. 
But many islanders fear 
that new facilities will only 
increase the number at 
migrants and refugees af¬ 
ter the government failed 
ta deliver an a pledge ta 
ease overcrawding over 
the winter months. 


“We are guarding the 
(appropriated) area, 
and if they start building, 
everyone here and from 
the surrounding villages 
will join the protest — be¬ 
cause we don’t want 
this,” Stephanas Aposta- 
lau, a protest organizer 
and municipal council 
member from the village 
of Mandamados on Les¬ 
bos, told The Associated 
Press. Greece remains 
the European Union’s 
busiest entry point for ref¬ 
ugees and migrants, with 
nearly 4,000 making the 
winter crassing from Tur¬ 
key to Greek islands this 
year thraugh Feb. 16, ac¬ 
cording to data from the 
United Nations refugee 
agency. 

Croatia’s Foreign and 
European Affairs Minister 
Gordan Griic-Radman, 
whose country holds the 
rotating presidency of 
the European Union, said 
its priority was ta improve 
screening mechanisms 
to separate legitimate 
asylum seekers tram oth¬ 
er migrants entering the 
27-natian blac. □ 



Police and rescue workers stand next to the scene of the 
accident with a car that is said to have crashed into a carnival 
parade in Volkmarsen, central Germany, Monday, Feb. 24, 
2020. 

Associated Press 


taken to surrounding hos¬ 
pitals, some with life-threat¬ 
ening injuries. 

The suspect was also in¬ 
jured, said Badle. 

“The investigation, espe¬ 
cially into the circumstanc¬ 
es of the crime, continues,” 
he said. “In particular, no 
information can yet be pro¬ 
vided about a motive. The 
investigation is exploring all 
avenues.” 

“This is a terrible act com¬ 
mitted against people who 
simply wanted to celebrate 
Carnival,” said Peter Beuth, 
the interior minister for the 
state of Hesse, where Volk¬ 


marsen is located. He de¬ 
clined to comment on re¬ 
ports that a secand person 
was detained following the 
crash. 

Beuth said about a third 
of those injured were chil¬ 
dren, who had come to 
watch the parade and col¬ 
lect candy that’s tradition¬ 
ally thrown into the crowds 
at Carnival celebratians in 
Germany. 

Chancellor Angela Merkel 
sent her condolences to 
those injured in the crash, 
wishing them a speedy 
and full recovery. She also 
thanked the police and 


all medical personnel in¬ 
volved. 

Emergency responders set 
up a makeshift clinic in a 
town pharmacy to treat 
casualties with minor inju¬ 
ries, the regional Frankfurter 
Rundschau newspaper re¬ 
ported. 

Witnesses said the car 
drove around a barrier 
blacking aft traffic from the 
parade, accarding ta the 
paper. 

Video from the scene 
showed a silver Mercedes 
station wagon with local li¬ 
cense plates on a sidewalk, 
its front windshield badly 
smashed and hood dent¬ 
ed, and its hazard lights 
blinking, while emergency 
crews walked by. Forensic 
experts could be seen tak¬ 
ing photos and measure¬ 
ments around the crashed 
car, walking around frag¬ 
ments of Carnival costumes 
that littered the ground. 

The crash came amid the 
height of Germany’s cel¬ 
ebration of Carnival, with 
the biggest parades in 
Cologne, Duesseldorf and 
Mainz. 

All ather Carnival parades 
in the central state at Hesse 
were ended Manday as a 
precaution.^ 


Outrage in Croatia after effigy burned 
of same-sex couple 


By DARKO BANDIC 
Associated Press 
ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — 

Croatia’s president and 
government joined activ¬ 
ists Monday in expressing 
outrage at the burning dur¬ 
ing a carnival of an effigy 
showing a same-sex cou¬ 
ple with their child. 

The incident occurred Sun¬ 
day in the southern town of 
Imotski. A large effigy show¬ 
ing two men embracing 
each other was torched 
in front of cheering festival 
goers to the sound of the 
funeral music. 

President Zcran Milanovic 
condemned the incident 
as an "inhumane, fatally 
unacceptable act." He 
demanded that the orga¬ 
nizers apologize, while an 
LGBT group announced le¬ 
gal action. 

"The event was observed 


by many children who 
could witness the spread¬ 
ing of hatred and inciting 
to violence," Milanovic said 
in a statement. 

Croatia’s government also 
said it is opposed to "any 
form of hate speech of 
aggression ... and any act 
that insults the feelings of 
the Croatian people and 
contributes to the divisions 
within society," the official 
Hina news agency report¬ 
ed. 

Burning of effigies is a sa¬ 
tirical tradition at Craa- 
tia's carnivals, often rep¬ 
resenting public figures or 
politicians. Past incidents 
included the burning at 
a children's back about 
same-sex families in 2018 
and last year’s torching of 
an effigy of a Croatian Serb 
politician. 

Sunday’s move follows a 


recent ruling by Croatia’s 
top court against discrimi¬ 
nation of same-sex couples 
when it comes to acting as 
foster parents. 

The Constitutional Court 
ruling in January was hailed 
as a major step forward in 
boosting gay rights in Cro¬ 
atia. But it also angered 
many in the predominantly 
conservative Catholic na¬ 
tion. 

Croatia, which currently 
holds the six-month, rotat¬ 
ing presidency of the Eu¬ 
ropean Union, has allawed 
same-sex partnerships since 
2014, but gay cauples are 
nat allowed to adopt chil¬ 
dren. Milanovic, a liberal, 
was Croatia's prime minister 
at the time. He beat a con¬ 
servative former president 
in a runoff vote last month 
to become Croatia’s new 
head of state. □ 


















TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 


v^llWORLD NEWS 



Malaysian king accepts Mahathir's resignation amid upheaval 



In this Feb. 22, 2020, file photo, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, speaks during a 
press conference in Putrajaya, Malaysia. 

Associated Press 


By EILEEN NG 
Associated Press 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) — Malaysia's king an 
Monday accepted Prime 
Minister Mahathir Moha¬ 
mad's shocking resigna¬ 
tion but reappointed him 
as interim leader following 
the collapse of the ruling 
alliance in a major politi¬ 
cal upheaval less than two 
years after its historic elec¬ 
tion victory. 

The stunning turn of events 
come amid plans by Ma¬ 
hathir's supporters in his 
Bersatu party to team up 
with opposition parties to 
form a new government 
and thwart the transition of 
power to his named suc¬ 
cessor, Anwar Ibrahim. 
Minutes before Mahathir 
tendered his resignation to 
the palace, Bersatu said it 
would leave the four-party 
Alliance of Hope and sup¬ 
port Mahathir as prime min¬ 
ister. Eleven other lawmak¬ 
ers, including several Cabi¬ 
net ministers, announced 
they were quitting Anwar's 
party to form an indepen¬ 
dent bloc. 

Bersatu later said Maha¬ 
thir had also quit as party 
chairman. The withdrawal 
of more than three dozen 
lawmakers means the rul¬ 
ing alliance has lost its ma¬ 
jority in Parliament, throw¬ 
ing the country into an un¬ 
certain future and sparking 
fears of more turmoil over 


how the political drama will 
play out. 

King Sultan Abdullah Sul¬ 
tan Ahmad Shah, who met 
leaders from the new fac¬ 
tion on Sunday and both 
Anwar and Mahathir on 
Monday, accepted Maha¬ 
thir's resignation, the chief 
secretary to the govern¬ 
ment, Mohamad Zuki Ali, 
said in a statement. 
Mohamad Zuki said the 
king also decided Mahathir 
should continue as interim 
leader until a new prime 
minister is chosen and a 
new Cabinet formed. He 
said the king also dissolved 


the Cabinet on Mahathir's 
advice, essentially sealing 
the breakup of the current 
government. 

The king's decision helped 
bring some political stabil¬ 
ity to the country after the 
series of dizzying events 
unraveled Sunday with 
maneuvers aimed at keep¬ 
ing Mahathir in power and 
blocking Anwar from the 
top job. Horse trading is 
expected as both factions 
scramble to build enough 
support to take power. 
Anwar said Monday after 
meeting with Mahathir and 
with other alliance lead¬ 


ers that Mahathir was not 
involved in the conspiracy 
and had quit because he 
didn't want to be associ¬ 
ated with the former cor¬ 
rupt regime that he worked 
hard to oust in the 2018 
polls. 

"His name was used, by 
those within my party and 
outside," Anwar told report¬ 
ers. Mahathir "reiterated to 
me what he had said ear¬ 
lier, that he played no part 
in it and he made it very 
clear, that in no way will he 
ever work with those associ¬ 
ated with the past regime." 
Anwar said he pleaded 


with Mahathir to stay on to 
jointly defeat the conspira¬ 
tors but he refused. 

Anwar was Mahathir's dep¬ 
uty during Mahathir's first 
stint as prime minister but 
they fell out politically. The 
pair reunited in a political 
pact in the May 2018 elec¬ 
tion, which ousted a ruling 
coalition that has governed 
the country since indepen¬ 
dence from Britain in 1957. 
Tension has erupted as Ma¬ 
hathir refused to set a date 
to relinquish power despite 
a preelection agreement 
to hand over power to An¬ 
war. 

The political plot by the 
defectors would include 
an alliance with the Malay 
party of disgraced former 
leader Najib Razak, who 
with several of his party 
leaders are standing trial 
on corruption charges. It 
would also recruit a funda¬ 
mentalist Islamic party that 
rules two states and cham¬ 
pions Islamic laws. The two 
Malay parties still have 
strong support from ethnic 
Malays, who account for 
60% of Malaysia's 32 million 
people. 

The political drama came 
just two days after all of the 
parties in the now-crum¬ 
bling alliance agreed that 
Mahathir alone should de¬ 
cide when he would step 
down after Malaysia hosts 
an Asia-Pacific regional 
meeting in November.Q 


Protests, prayers in Indian capital ahead of Trump’s visit 



Indian police detain members of Centre of Indian Trade Unions 
protesting against the visit of U.S. President Donald Trump to 
Indio, in Hyderabad, Indio, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By RISHI LEKHI and ASHOK 
SHARAAA 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — As Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump was 
being feted by Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in the western Indian 
city of Ahmedabad on 
Monday, Hindu national¬ 
ist and communist groups 
held pro- and anti-U.S. 
street demonstrations in 
the capital. 

One police officer was 
killed in the violence, po¬ 
lice officer Anuj Kumar 
said. Eleven police officers 
also were injured as they 
were hit by rocks trying to 
separate rival groups, the 
New Delhi police control 
room said. 


The Press Trust of India 
news agency said three 
protesters also were killed 
during clashes in several 
parts of the Indian capital. 
There was no confirmation 
by the police of the news 
report. 

A group of Hindu national¬ 
ists held a prayer meeting 
in which they put a vermil¬ 
ion mark on the forehead 
of Trump's photograph 
on a poster, blessing him, 
while a priest chanted Hin¬ 
du hymns wishing Trump 
success in his endeavor for 
strong ties with India. 

He said he wanted Trump 
and Modi to fight radical 
Islam and the spread of 
terrorism. 

Elsewhere in New Delhi, 


dozens of supporters of 
the Communist Party of 
India carried a banner 
reading "Trump go back." 


Anti-Trump street demon¬ 
strations also broke out in 
the cities of Gauhati in the 
northeast, Kolkata in the 


east and Hyderabad in 
the south. 

Doraisamy Raja, the Com¬ 
munist Party's general sec¬ 
retary, accused Modi of 
succumbing to U.S. pres¬ 
sure on access to the In¬ 
dian market rather than 
protecting India's interests. 
American dairy farmers, 
distillers and drugmakers 
have been eager to break 
into India, the world's sev- 
enth-biggest economy, 
but talks between Wash¬ 
ington and New Delhi ap¬ 
peared to have fizzled. 

Still, the two leaders are 
scheduled to announce 
agreements at a news 
conference on Tuesday, 
capping off Trump's two- 
day visit.Q 
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Informal truce in jeopardy for Israel-lslamic Jihad fight 



Rockets are launched from the Gaza Strip towards Israel, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — An in¬ 
formal cease-fire meanf fo 
end two days of fighting be¬ 
tween Israel and the Pales¬ 
tinian militant group Islamic 
Jihad in the Gaza Strip ap¬ 
peared to be unraveling 
late Monday, threatening 
ta unleash a new raund at 
violence just a week before 
Israeli natianal electians. 
Islamic Jihad annaunced a 
unilateral cease-fire Man- 
day evening, saying it had 
completed its "retaliation" 
for the deaths of three of 
its members, but threaten¬ 
ing to respond to any Israeli 
"aggression." Within hours, it 
accused Israel of continu¬ 
ing to attack and resumed 
rocket fire, setting off air¬ 
raid sirens in sauthern Israel. 
"The enemy did net com¬ 
mit itself into stopping its 
aggression we we resumed 
based on the fire-for-fire 
principle,"said Abu Hamza, 
spokesman of the group’s 
armed wing. 

Residents in Gaza reported 
Israeli airstrikes late Mon¬ 
day. Israel alsa annaunced 
it was closing its border 
crossings with Gaza, halt¬ 
ing cargo deliveries to the 
blockaded territory and 
preventing travelers and 
workers from exiting. It also 
said it would not allow Ga¬ 
za’s fishermen to go out to 
sea. 

Earlier in the day, Israeli air¬ 
craft had pounded dozens 
of targets in the Gaza Strip 
while Islamic Jihad militants 
bombarded sauthern Israel 
with heavy rocket fire. Israel 
alsa expanded its retalia¬ 
tion to Syria, where same at 
the Iranian-backed group’s 
leaders are based, killing 
two more Islamic Jihad 
militants in an overnight air- 
strike. 

There were no reports of 
civilian casualties on either 
side. 


Earlier in the day. Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu, locked in the final 
days of a divisive election 
campaign, ramped up his 
rhetoric. He threatened 
Gaza’s Hamas rulers with 
a stepped-up operation if 
the rocket fire continued. 
"I’m talking about a war," 
he told Israel’s Army Radio 
station. "I only go to war as 
a last optian, but we have 
prepared something you 
can’t even imagine." 
Despite the faugh rhetoric, 
both sides had an interest in 
ending the fighting quickly. 
For Netanyahu, the vio¬ 
lence has drawn unwant¬ 
ed attention to his inability 
to halt years of attacks and 
rocket fire by Gaza mili¬ 
tants. Islamic Jihad, mean¬ 
while, has been expased 
in the past few manths as 
a relatively weak and dis¬ 
organized graup — acting 
more as a spoiler capable 
of undermining cease-fire 
efforts than a serious mili¬ 
tary threat to Israel. 

In recent months, Israel 
has worked with U.N. and 
Egyptian mediators to ce¬ 
ment an informal cease¬ 


fire with Hamas, the much 
larger Islamic militant group 
that has gaverned Gaza 
far mare than a decade. 
These "understandings" 
have eased a painful Is¬ 
raeli blockade that has rav¬ 
aged Gaza’s economy, in 
exchange for Hamas guar¬ 
antees to maintain quiet. Is¬ 
rael’s late-night announce¬ 
ment that it was closing the 
border crossings reimposed 
some of those restrictions. 
The United Nations’ Mideast 
envoy Nickolay Mladenov, 
a key player in the truce ef- 
fcrts, had tweeted Monday 
calling for "an IMMEDIATE 
stop to the firing of rock¬ 
ets that only risks dragging 
Gaza into another destruc¬ 
tive round of hostilities with 
no end in sight!" 

While Hamas has honared 
the truce, Islamic Jihad has 
cantinued to carry aut at¬ 
tacks. The latest raund at 
fighting erupted early Sun¬ 
day after Israel killed an Is¬ 
lamic Jihad militant it said 
was planting explosives 
along the border. 

An Israeli military bulldozer 
pushed into Gaza to re¬ 
trieve his body. Footage of 


the bulldozer lifting the life¬ 
less body and dangling it 
off the front of the vehicle 
quickly spread on Palestin¬ 
ian sacial media, drawing 
angry comments and put¬ 
ting pressure on the mili¬ 
tants to respond. 

Islamic Jihad militants be¬ 
gan firing rockets late Sun¬ 
day, and had launched 
80 rockets by the time the 
cease-fire was annaunced, 
acccrding to the Israeli mili¬ 
tary. It said aver 90% of the 
rockets were intercepted. 
But one projectile slammed 
into an empty playground 
in the southern Israeli town 
of Sderot, causing damage 
to a large slide. 

Schools were closed in Is¬ 
raeli areas adjacent to 
Gaza, roads shut and re- 
strictians placed on out¬ 
door public gatherings. 

It was the heaviest raund af 
fighting since Ncvember, 
when Israel and Islamic Ji¬ 
had engaged in a two-day 
battle after Israel killed one 
of the group’s top com¬ 
manders. 

The latest Israeli airstrikes 
targeted only Islamic Jihad 
positions. But Israel holds 


Gaza’s Hamas rulers re¬ 
sponsible for all fire coming 
out of the coastal enclave, 
and cauld expand its re¬ 
sponse. 

Israel and Hamas have 
fought three wars and nu¬ 
merous skirmishes since 
the Islamic militant group 
seized control of Gaza from 
the internationally recog¬ 
nized Palestinian Authar- 
ity in 2007. Still, Netanyahu 
appeared ta be reluctant 
to pick a fight with Hamas 
so close to next Monday’s 
election. Hamas is much 
more powerful than Islamic 
Jihad, and it has shown it¬ 
self capable of barraging 
Israel with rocket fire for 
weeks at a time. 

Hamas, which remained an 
the sidelines, alsa has little 
interest in renewed fighting 
at a time when it is trying to 
improve living conditions 
for the territory it controls. 
Netanyahu’s opponents 
have criticized him for his 
understandings with the 
group, accusing him of 
caving in to violence to 
keep things quiet. 
"Netanyahu, the country 
is under fire. Get on help¬ 
ing it," said Netanyahu’s 
chief rival, former military 
cammander Benny Gantz, 
leader of the opposition 
Blue and White Party. "The 
people of the south de¬ 
serve better." 

The election will be Israel’s 
third in under a year, after 
two inconclusive votes last 
year. 

Netanyahu, lacked in a 
tight race with Gantz, has 
tried to focus the campaign 
away from his upcoming 
trial on corruption charges 
by presenting himself as 
an experienced statesman 
who is best-suited to pro¬ 
tecting Israel’s security. He 
appeared to have little in¬ 
terest in prolonged fighting 
so close to election day. 
Tamar Hermann, an expert 
an Israeli public opinicn at 
the Israel Demacracy Insti¬ 
tute think tank, said that af¬ 
ter so many previaus raunds 
of fighting, she did not ex¬ 
pect the latest violence to 
have an impact on voters. 
"It’s expected and people 
are used to it, and resil¬ 
ience is not being eroded 
because af such ’ncrmal 
events,’" she said. □ 
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Brazilian transgender dancer shatters Carnival parade taboo 



Transgender godmother Comilo Prins, representing the Colorado do Bras sambo school, performs 
at Carnival in the Sombodrome in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By MAURICIO SAVARESE 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — When 
dancer Camila Prins en¬ 
tered Sao Paulo's Carnival 
parade grounds, a cos¬ 
tume ot feathers clinging 
to her sinuous body, she 
fulfilled a dream of femi¬ 
nine beauty nearly three 
decades old. 

Prins says she first realized 
she wanted to be a wom¬ 
an at a Carnival party at 
age 11, when, like the oth¬ 
er boys, she was allowed 
to dress like a girl as part 
of the burlesque festivities. 
Now, in the final minutes of 
Saturday, she became the 
first transgender woman to 
lead the drum section of a 
top samba school in either 
of the renowned Carnival 
parades put in Sao Paulo 
and Rio de Janeiro. 

Prins, 40, was hand-picked 
to be "godmother" of the 
Colorado do Bros samba 
school's drum section, an 
iconic role fought over by 
dozens of models and TV 
celebrities. Her duty was to 
dance infectiously for 65 
minutes in front of the drum¬ 
mers, using her legs to drive 
their rhythm while judges 
assessed the school's pa¬ 
rade. "Gorgeous women 
wanted to be here. I'm very 
excited because this shows 
we can be anywhere. We 
can be godmother of the 
drummers, we can be own¬ 
ers of a samba school," Prins 
told The Associated Press 
before the parade. "Soon 
they will see many other 
transgender girls, who will 
find it easier than I did." 
Colorado do Bros, which 


rose to Sao Paulo's top 
samba league only two 
years ago, made a bold 
decision in picking Prins 
for the role, despite Brazil's 
Carnival being a party at 
which few things have nev¬ 
er been tried. 

Transgender people re¬ 
main something of a taboo 
among Brazilians, even in 
Sao Paulo, the country's 
most cosmopolitan city 
and host to the world's larg¬ 
est gay pride parade. Brazil 
has more slayings of trans¬ 
vestites and transgender 
people than any country in 
the world. In 2019, 124 were 
killed, 21 of them in Sao 
Paulo state. 

As godmother of the drum 
section, Prins teamed up 
with a drum queen who has 


a similar role, and togeth¬ 
er they worked to dazzle 
fans in the Sambadrome 
bleachers with their beauty 
and sex appeal. Prins said 
she was counting on her 
penetrating brown eyes, 
long blond hair, strong legs, 
open smile and imposing 
breasts to help win points 
from the judges. 

Colorado do Bros fin¬ 
ished the 2019 parade in 
11th place, only two spots 
above the cutoff for being 
relegated back to a lower 
league. Directors of the 
samba school decided to 
try for something different 
this year, since the group 
has fewer resources than 
richer samba schools. Its 
floats and costumes were 
clearly less luxurious than 


the main challengers for 
the title. 

Keila Simpson, president of 
Brazil's National Association 
of Transvestites and Trans¬ 
sexuals, was happy Prins 
secured her prominent 
Carnival role, and said their 
community aims to make 
cases like hers the new nor¬ 
mal. 

"We have to be proud of 
Camila and hope her sym¬ 
bolic message allows us to 
think of reducing violence 
against trans people. Why 
can people celebrate her 
at the Sambadrome while 
trans people on the street 
are subject to violence?" 
Simpson said. "We don't 
have data, but there are 
many violent cases against 
us during Carnival. Because 


there's more of us outside, 
there's more attacks." 

Sao Paulo is trying to root 
out persecution of LGBT 
people during Carnival, 
and this year set up 20 tents 
spread among major street 
parties to handle cases 
of violence against the 
community. Psychologists, 
police officers and social 
workers are on hand un¬ 
til Wednesday for revelers 
who are victimized. 

English teacher Alessandra 
Salvador, a transgender 
woman who encouraged 
revelers to come to the city 
hall tent at the LGBT street 
party Minhoqueens, said 
she was excited by Prins' se¬ 
lection. "I don't even watch 
parades that much, but this 
year I will when she is on," 
Salvador said. "It is good to 
see one of us being talked 
up. We don't get it so often. 
If we don't get that in Car¬ 
nival, we won't get it any¬ 
where else." 

It's been a long road for 
Prins to reach the big 
leagues. She has worked 
as a professional dancer 
for 20 years and, though 
she lives in a small town in 
Switzerland with her hus¬ 
band, practices her steps 
at home all year and lis¬ 
tens to samba incessantly. 
As Carnival nears, she splits 
her dance routine with ab 
workouts and squats at a 
gym, then makes her an¬ 
nual return to Brazil. 

Prins' first time dancing as a 
samba school's godmother 
came in 2018, in the sec¬ 
ond division of Sao Paulo's 
Carnival league. And it 
wasn't easy. □ 



Armed off-duty police officers take cover during and exchange 
of gunfire with army soldiers, as they protest over police pay 
and working conditions, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Sunday, Feb. 23, 
2020. 

Associated Press 


Haiti says soidier died of wounds after 
shootout with poiice 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — The Haitian Ministry 
of Defense said Monday 
that a soldier has died from 
wounds suffered during an 
exchange of gunfire with 
police officers protesting 
outside army headquar¬ 
ters. 

The ministry said another 
soldier is in stable condition 
with a bullet wound. 

Haitian police officers ex¬ 
changed gunfire for hours 
Sunday with soldiers of the 
newly reconstituted army 


outside the national pal¬ 
ace, in an escalation of 
protests over police pay 
and working conditions. 

At least three men were 
taken to a hospital near 
the shooting with wounds 
to the legs and feet that 
did not appear to be life- 
threatening. Uniformed 
police officers told an AP 
journalist that the wound¬ 
ed men were fellow offi¬ 
cers. The uniformed officers 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because they were 


not authorized to speak to 
the press. 

Police protests began this 
month after a half-dozen 
officers were fired over 
their attempt to unionize. 
The demonstrations are not 
directly linked to anti-cor¬ 
ruption protests that roiled 
Haiti for most of last year, 
but they draw on the same 
widespread dissatisfaction 
with Haiti's shrinking econ¬ 
omy and President Jovenel 
Moise's inability to improve 
the quality of life.Q 






LOCAL 





WEEKLY TOURNAMENTS , 

Wednesdays & FHeteys at 2p.m. L 


ONLY 


jKCL^DES: 

- P ntai Cf i.h 

- Shoes 

- Sleeve of L::U~ 

- 2 Dfink'= 

- Prints 


Wednesday: 2-Persnn B^st 

Friday: 2-1 srs^n Scramble 


NEWLY RENOVATED PRO SHOP] 


WELCOME CLINIC 

At The Donald Ross "Feel Golf” School 



$15 

PER PERSON 

60 MiNirres 

IC-PEHSON MAX 


Ty&idxiV 4 
Thursday: ^ j:0.j m. 

Wp-dnr Vi.r.^v 4 

F^trJ jy. 2 p.m. 

S^lufd.JiV- TT 

Sunday M ^nrrn 


TO REGISTER FOR CLINICS, TOURNAMENTS OR LESSONS. PLEASE CALL 297581.4563 


Ike’s Bistro unveils vegan smorgasbord 



EAGLE BEACH — Ike’s bistro at Manchebo Beach Re¬ 
sort & Spa surprises with an excellent, tasteful and 
varies Vegan Buffet on Friday’s. Executive Chef San¬ 
dro Herold is obviously enthusiastic about the new 
concept that fiiies up the piace already. “People 
nowadays are a bit more conscious about what they 
eat. This buffet offers a wide variety with creative veg¬ 
an food items and live cooking.” We asked some of 
the guests about their experience: “delicious”, “very 
tasty” “great food, great setting”. Even teens, in gen¬ 
eral not too fond of health food, applauded the offer¬ 
ings. “We did not even miss the meat” 


Vegan is hot now, says the chet, and we had that 
confirmed by the tull restaurant last Friday. Ike’s Bistro 
is an open air restaurant, located in the Manchebo 
Beach Resort & Spa. Under a huge cabana with a 


view to the romantically lit pool ot the re¬ 
sort you are seated in relaxed chairs and 
served by great waiters. Live music by 
singer Lucre Houtman lifts the ambiance 
and the cherry on the top is the chef's 
vegan magic. 

Your senses are tickled because of the pu¬ 
rity and freshness of the buffet food items. 
The special priced buffet starts off with a 
Cucumber Martini which can be accom¬ 
panied by some tapenade crostini, sun- 
dried tomatoes, green peas and black ol¬ 
ives. A delicious Thai coconut ginger soup 
could be your next course or maybe some 
very green and tofulicious maki might en¬ 
chant you? There is chickpea salad stuffed 
spinach wrap, jackfruit salad, carrot apple 
tofu salad, erudites & mango puree and 
avocado salad stuffed tomato wrap with 
plantain. All of those choices embrace 
your inner senses with their freshness and 
clear flavors. 

For the main course comes the best part, 
live cooking by the chef himself. An ex¬ 
traordinary experience because Flerold 
is the inventor of the buffet and his en¬ 
thusiasm is contagious, you want to try it 
all. “We have soya noodles, besmati rice 
and fresh veggies topped off with a soya 
sesame ginger sauce or basil garlic sauce, 
as you choose.” The chef mixes it all in his 
wok and explains it can be completed 




with a choice of the carving station items: 
beyond meat loaf, lentils loaf, red beets 
Wellington or grilled sausage. “And if you 
wish there are beans cooked with plantain 
or sweet mashed potatoes.” This heavenly 
healthy trip reaches its end destination 
with a scrumptious dessert variation from 
blueberry chia pudding to pure chocolate 
mousse and more. 

Vegan might be on the menu in many res¬ 
taurants nowadays as ‘the other option’, 
but here at Ike’s Bistro they celebrate veg¬ 
an and you get hooked, that is a promise. 
Passion, creativity, purity, dedication to a 
concept, beautiful setting and the won¬ 
derful jazzy voice of Lucre take care of an 
enchanting experience. Vegan Night Out 
at Ike's Bistro, you should definitely tryO 


bistro 
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Manchebo Beach Resort & 
Spa - Ike’s Bistro 
J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 55 
Telephone +297 582 3444 
lkesbistro.com 
Focebook Ike’s Bistro 



























Recycled Folk Art 


Episode 56- LVI 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba for being a small island generates an enormous 
amount of waste. We must realize that this entire waist was once on a 
container as import. Recycling is an essential action to reduce waste that 
will be otherwise dumped in the environment. Within this action two ap¬ 
proaches have emerged as possible solutions. 



A skate board bench 


The first is down cycling and the other 
upcycling. In the former, the break 
down process is accelerated at a high 
cost and hardly sustainable if not all 
details are followed as planned and 
budged available applied as efficient 
necessary. The result must benefit na¬ 
ture and citizen as a result of the pro¬ 
cess, while in the latter all waste has a 
value that can be increased through 
creative intervention. 

Our island waste impasse deserves 
a creative solution and a pragmatic 
intervention. In our experiment with 
upcycling our initial design led to the 
emergence of our native living lab 
and atelier at Westpunt Aruba known 
as Etnia Nativa. A project that incor¬ 
porated recollected materials dur¬ 
ing every phases of its construction 
process. The same was applied in 
the building of artifacts furniture and 


artworks which are part of the deco¬ 
ration, such as lamps, masks, shells 
and bones feathers and seeds etc. 
Upcycled art or upcycling art is cur¬ 
rently inspiring many artists around the 
world and prevents tons of garbage 
to reach dumping grounds. 

Dumping must be seen and treated as 
a critical message regarding exces¬ 
sive consumption and environmental 
pollution. Transform waste such as pa¬ 
per, cardboard, wood, glass, plastics, 
metals and rubber into works of art 
that carries a message will impact the 
connoisseur. The concept, therefore, 
goes beyond the conventional recy¬ 
cling of materials by creating objects 
that exceed the economic, cultural 
and social value of the original prod¬ 
uct. 

Continued on Page 15 



Building with recycled materials 



Bat Shaman. Art work made completely out of recollected materials 
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Recycled Folk Art 


Episode 56- LVI 


Continued from Page 14 

Transforming waste or recycle it into 
folk art is the creative expression of 
the human struggle toward civiliza¬ 
tion within a particular environment 
through the production of useful but 
aesthetic buildings and objects in the 
prosess of reducing waste. 

Art has o role in cultural continuity 
and change. It is used to stabilize cul¬ 
tures by perpetuating the convictions 
of the identity and accomplishments 
of individuals and groups. 

By calling folk art the “art of the peo¬ 
ple?" 

The answer is not simple, for the sub¬ 
ject is clogged with conjecture, con¬ 
troversy, and gaps in information. 
Calling it native art mokes it yet more 
confusing, however both differs from 
primitive art. 

The scope of folk art is extremely 
brood, including the entire croft and 
creativity of the people. 

Generally, folk art is ART that is may 
be used every day or reserved for 
high ceremonial ocations; it may in¬ 
clude handmade elements, as well 
os new, synthetic, or recycled com¬ 
ponents. 

May be decorative or utilitarian. 

May be mode for use within o com¬ 


munity of practice or it may be produced for sole as o 
form of income and empowerment. 

May be learned formally or informally; folk art may also 
be self-taught. 

May include intangible forms of expressive culture like 
donee, song, poetry, and foodwoys 
Is traditional; it reflects shared cultural aesthetics and 
social issues. It is recognized that, os traditions ore dy¬ 
namic, traditional folk art may change over time and 
may include innovations in tradition. 

Folk art is of, by, and for the people. Folk art is for oil 
people without distinction of class, state, culture, com¬ 
munity, ethnicity, gender and religion.Q 




Lamp covers made out of recycled metal sheets 
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Uncle Louis Store's renovation a fact 


SAN NICOLAS — After a 
nine months restauration 
work, the Uncle Louis Store 
building in Son Nicolas has 
been inaugurated. The 
Monument Fund of Aruba 
(SMFA) who purchased 
and renovated the building 
handed over the key to the 
governmental department 
of Nature and Environment 
last Friday. 

This monumental building 
was constructed in the fit- 


ties, designed by architect 
Jan Nagel in de so-called 
‘Nieuw Bouwen' style. The 
building used to be a fab¬ 
ric shop and they also sold 
fashion accessories. In the 
beginning of the nineties 
the government bought 
the building as an office for 
the customs. But for the last 
years the building had no 
function anymore and was 
abandoned. SMFA bought 
the building and started to 
restore it. The result is to be 


admired in San Nicolas. The 
Uncle Louis Store uses re¬ 
cycled water, has a green 
wall and energy is deliv¬ 
ered by solar panels. 

SMFA is engaged in the fi¬ 
nancing of restoration and 
maintenance, manage¬ 
ment and operation of 
protected monuments and 
is the financial institution in 
the field of heritage con¬ 
servation. There are three 
organizations in Aruba that 



CONTACT US 6Y EMAIL: INFO{^GOLDCOASTARUBAXOM 


CALL +297-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-S66-978-5770 
WWW.COlDCOASTARU8A,COM 



deal with everything that involves restoration, protection, 
maintenance and awareness of Aruban monuments: 
Monuments Council, Monuments Office and Stichting 
Monumentenfonds Aruba or SMFA. The latter achieves its 
goal by: 

• Buying or acquiring, restoring, renting and maintain¬ 
ing monuments 

• Encouraging awareness of monuments through pho¬ 
to contests, media, exhibitions, education, etc. 

• Giving advice to monuments owners 

For more information about SMFA or the Uncle Louis Store 
you may contact telephone number +297 582 4014 or visit 
Facebook Stichting Monumenten Fonds Aruba. □ 
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Carnival glammed up for Its 66th edition 


Friday at KOOpm 


ORANJESTAD — While the 
official opening of the car¬ 
nival season took off with 
the Torch Parade at Janu¬ 
ary 5, the island caught 
the carnival fever and 
since then entered a se¬ 
ries of carnival events that 
come to its end today. Past 
weekend were the Grand 
Parades at San Nicolas 
and Oranjestad, today is 
the Old Mask parade and 
Burning of Momo. 

The island is known for its 
white-sanded beaches 
and perfect climate, but 
there is one time in the 
year that Aruba draws 
thousands of visitors: car¬ 
nival. If you have never 
been here before, come 
in carnival season as your 
experience will be amaz¬ 
ing. Sensational musical 


events, queen elections 
and different parades ore 
all part of this spectacular 
phenomenon. Carnival is 
port of Aruba's history and 
cultural heritage, actually 
it is the largest cultural fes¬ 
tival on the island. For the 
islanders it is a way to ex¬ 
press their creativity and 
break away from the daily 
buzz of life. Dancing to the 
rhythm of local music while 
enjoying the ambiance of 
the public are some of the 
ingredients of this festival. 
Oranjestad and San Nico¬ 
las are the stages for this 
display of unique designed 
costumes, amazing ambi¬ 
ence and upbeat, local 
music. 

History 

In the 1920's the first carni¬ 
val events were organized 


by social clubs that start¬ 
ed private costume and 
masquerade parties. 

This year we celebrated 
Aruba's 66th carnival, 
which means that the 
first grand parade took 
place in 1955. Since than 
Aruba's carnival has 
grown big and is now 
able to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the most 
renowned Carnival cel¬ 
ebrations around the 
world. □ 
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Patrick Reed of the United 
States poses with the trophy 
after winning the WGC- 
Mexico Championship 

goif tournament, at the 
Chapuitepec Goif Ciub in 
Mexico City, Sunday, Feb. 23, 
2020. 

Associated Press 

Patrick Reed 
plays better 
as the 

accusatiens 
get leuder 

By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

bookies hod Patrick Reed 
at 40-1 odds going into 
the Mexico Championship, 
which should have come 
down before he even hit 
a shot. More accusations 
of cheating, this time from 
Brooks Koepka during a 
town hall show on Sirius XM. 
And then former CBS ana¬ 
lyst Peter Kostis weighed 
in during a "No Laying Up" 
podcast in which he said 
he saw Reed improve his 
lie four times. The noise got 
louder. And that's when 
Reed always seems to get 
better. His one-shot victory 
in Mexico City might not 
quiet any critics. It left no 
doubt, however, that the 
29-year-old Reed might 
be as resilient as anyone 
in golf. He says he doesn't 
listen, and that his team — 
wife Justine, her mother, 
attorneys — fill him in. 



sends 
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Caps end slide, beat Penguins to move back into 1st place 



Washington Capitals goaltender Braden Holtby (70) and Pittsburgh Penguins center Evgeni Malkin 
(71) battle for the puck during the first period of on NHL hockey game, Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020, in 
Washington. Also seen is Capitals defenseman Dmitry Orlov (9). 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — T.J. 

Oshie scored the go-ahead 
goal midway through the 
third period, Braden Holtby 
made 33 saves and the 
Washington Capitals beat 
the Pittsburgh Penguins 5-3 
on Sunday to snap their los¬ 
ing streak at four and leap¬ 
frog their archrivals into first 
place. 

The Capitals endured a 
back-and-forth, chippy 
game to win for just the 
second time in their past 
eight games. 

Despite being outshot 36- 
23, Washington put to¬ 
gether responses to some 
potential momentum¬ 
crushing Penguins goals. 
Pittsburgh’s Patric Hornqvist 
and Sidney Crosby scored 
26 seconds apart late in the 
second and Evgeni Malkin 
had a highlight-reel goal in 
the third that tied it. 

Tom Wilson scored 76 
seconds into the third to 
make it 2-2, two-time Pen¬ 
guins Stanley Cup cham¬ 
pion Carl Hagelin put the 
Capitals up and Oshie 
shoveled the puck in on a 
scramble in front with 9:20 
left. Pittsburgh's Matt Mur¬ 
ray allowed four goals on 
22 shots. Jakub Vrana also 
scored for Washington. 
GOLDEN KNIGHTS 6, DUCKS 
5, OT 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Wil¬ 
liam Karlsson got his third 
career hat trick. Shea The¬ 
odore scored in overtime 
and Vegas extended its 
winning streak to a season- 
high six games. 


Theodore's winner 3:50 into 
OT came after the Golden 
Knights squandered a two- 
goal lead late in the third 
period. Mark Stone picked 
up his fourth assist on Theo¬ 
dore’s goal. 

Vegas' 5-3 lead appeared 
safe until Adam Henrique 
forced overtime with goals 
1:42 apart. Both came 
when the Ducks brought on 
the extra attacker. 

Nick Ritchie also had two 
goals for the Ducks, who 
have dropped their last 
two. 

OILERS 4, KINGS 2 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Con¬ 
nor McDavid had a goal 
and two assists in his return 
after missing six games be¬ 


cause of a quad injury and 
Edmonton beat Los Ange¬ 
les. 

Leon DraisaitI scored on the 
power play, Ryan Nugent- 
Hopkins had a goal and 
Edmonton moved ahead 
of idle Vancouver into sec¬ 
ond place in the Pacific Di¬ 
vision. Mike Smith made 21 
saves. 

The Oilers are 9-4-2 in their 
past 15 games. 

Anze Kopitar had a pow¬ 
er-play goal, Dustin Brown 
also scored and Calvin Pe¬ 
tersen made 27 saves for 
the Kings, who have lost 
three of four. 

BLUES 4, WILD 1 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Os¬ 
kar Sundqvist had a goal 


and an assist, Jordan Bin- 
nington made 32 saves and 
St. Louis beat Minnesota. 
Jordan Kyrou, Brayden 
Schenn and Ivan Barba- 
shev also scored for the 
Blues, who have won four 
straight and retained their 
spot atop the Western Con¬ 
ference standings. 

Marcus Foligno scored and 
Devan Dubnyk stopped 22 
shots for Minnesota, which 
ended a two-game win¬ 
ning streak. The Wild are 
three points out of the fi¬ 
nal playoff spot in the West 
going into Monday's trade 
deadline. 

St. Louis has given up just 
two goals over the last four 
games and shut down Min¬ 


nesota on four power-play 
chances. 

SABRES 2, JETS 1 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — 
Kyle Okposo enjoyed his 
first two-goal game in 23 
months, and Buffalo con¬ 
tinued its playoff push with 
a victory over Winnipeg. 
Okposo scored the go- 
ahead goal 7:37 into the 
third period and the Sabres 
won their fifth in six games. 
Rookie Jonas Johansson 
stopped 25 shots to earn 
his first victory in three NHL 
starts. The Sabres' recent 
surge has moved them 
into a tie for fifth with Mon¬ 
treal in the Atlantic Division 
standings with 66 points 
each, and six back of third- 
place Toronto. 

Captain Blake Wheeler 
scored for Winnipeg. Con¬ 
nor Hellybuyck finished with 
23 saves to drop to 5-4-1 in 
his past 10 games. 

STARS 2, BLACKHAWKS 1 
DALLAS (AP) — Tyler Seguin 
scored the tiebreaking 
goal in the second period 
and Dallas beat Chicago. 
The Stars' Joe Pavelski 
opened the scoring in the 
first period. 

Blackhawks rookie Dominik 
Kubalik tied the game in 
the second period on the 
power play. 

Seguin’s goal came at 16:29 
of the second. He outma- 
neuvered Chicago goalie 
Corey Crawford, whose 31 
saves included stopping 
a second-period penalty 
shot by Mattias Janmark. 
Dallas goalie Anton Khudo- 
bin also stopped 31 shots.Q 


Capitals acquire Kovalchuk from 
Canadiens for 3rd-rounder 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Ovi and Kovy show is com¬ 
ing to the NHL. The Wash¬ 
ington Capitals on Sunday 
acquired winger Ilya Kov¬ 
alchuk from the Montreal 
Canadians for a 2020 third- 
round pick and will be able 
to add him to one of the 
most explosive offenses in 
hockey. Washington made 
the move to get another 
top-nine forward hours 
after its second victory in 
eight games. Montreal will 


retain 50% of Kovalchuk’s 
$700,000 salary and cap 
hit. The 36-year-old Koval¬ 
chuk becomes the fourth 
prominent Russian player 
on the Capitals, joining for¬ 
wards Alex Ovechkin and 
Evgeny Kuznetsov and de¬ 
fenseman Dmitry Orlov. He 
has six goals and seven 
assists for 13 points in 22 
games since joining the 
Canadiens. 

“Ilya is a talented offen¬ 
sive player who we feel 
will provide us with addi¬ 
tional depth and flexibility 


up front," Capitals general 
manager Brian MacLellan 
said. “He is a skilled forward 
who can make plays and 
contribute to our offensive 
game." Kovalchuk was 
named MVP of the 2018 
Olympics when a team of 
Russian players, compet¬ 
ing as neutral athletes, won 
the gold medal. He signed 
with the Los Angeles Kings 
that summer and had his 
contract terminated after 
putting up 43 points in 81 
games. 

Ovechkin and Kovalchuk 







ruiES 


Detroit Red Wings goaitender Jonathan Bernier (45) detlects a 
shot by Montreai Canadiens left wing Ilya Kovalchuk (17) during 
the third period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2020, 
in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


were teammates for Russia 
at the 2006, 2010 and 2014 
Olympics. In 919 regular- 
season NHL games, Kov¬ 
alchuk has 442 goals and 
430 assists for 872 points. 


He’s expected to be in the 
Washington area for the 
Capitals’ morning skate 
Tuesday and play that 
night against the Winnipeg 
Jets.Q 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 


Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
estabiished seafood restaurant 
Driftwood- Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for hshing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was born. 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from 8am to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
{297)-5924040. 


Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad, This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-S832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 3Sft twin engine 


Patrick Reed 



Patrick Reed of the United States gives the thumbs up after 
winning the WGC-AAexico Championship golf tournament, at the 
Chopultepec Golf Club in Mexico City, Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 

Reed slips on ear pods 
when he arrives on the put¬ 
ting green and uses what¬ 
ever natural powers he has 
to block everything out 
while inside the ropes. 

"It didn't bother me at 
all," Reed said. "I'm on the 
golf course. I'm focusing 
on what I need to do. My 
team knows that when I'm 
playing in tournaments, I'm 
kind of in my zone doing my 
thing. I'd hove to talk to my 
team later on to see how 
much it bothered them or 
not. Because when it's tour¬ 
nament week, it's me going 
out there, playing golf." 

He was port of o mas¬ 
sive traffic jam, even by 
Mexico City standards, at 
Chopultepec Golf Club. 
Five players hod at least o 
share of the lead at one 
point. Four were tied head¬ 
ed for the back nine. 

Bryson DeChambeau hit 
the accelerator as just 
about everyone else — 
Justin Thomas, Rory Mcll- 


roy, Jon Rohm and Erik van 
Rooyen — hit the brakes. 
Reed stayed in the game 
with a pair of par putts and 
a birdie on No. 12, his first 
since the opening hole. 

Still two shots behind with 
four holes to play, he 
picked up a birdie on the 
par-5 15th. Blocked by the 
edges of trees left of the 
16th fairway, he hooked 
a gap wedge that rode 
the ridge of the 16th green 
and fed down the slope to 
3 feet. That gave him the 
lead when DeChambeau 
bogeyed the par-3 17th, 
and Reed followed behind 
him with an 18-foot birdie 
putt — his 45th one-putt 
of the week — that all but 
sealed it. He closed with 
a 4-under 67 for a one- 
shot victory, his eighth on 
the PGA Tour and second 
World Golf Championship. 
No one should hove been 
surprised, least of all De¬ 
Chambeau. He has token 
his brunt of criticism for his 
pace of ploy, feeling os 
though he has become o 


target. DeChambeau was 
on the putting green in 
case of o playoff, and when 
Reed won, he walked over 
the bridge toward the 18th 
green to congratulate him. 
Kindred spirits, those two, 
which is not to suggest they 
ore popular. 

"There's been o lot of stuff 
said in post years, I guess 
you could soy, with him, 
and even with me. I feel like 
unfortunately sometimes 
we get quite o bod rap," 
DeChambeau said. "He's a 
great player, and he'll be 
a great player for a long 
time, and I have a lot of re¬ 
spect for his game." 

What dogs Reed was a mo¬ 
ment in the third round at 
the Hero World Challenge 
in the Bahamas, when 
his ball was in an awful lie 
in the waste area on the 
11th hole. Video clearly 
showed him twice swiping 
away sand behind his ball. 
In the scoring room after¬ 
ward, Reed accepted the 
two-shot penalty, all while 
saying a different camera 


angle would have shown 
his club wasn't as close to 
the ball as it looked and 
he didn't know his club 
touched the sand. Twice. 

It was a bad look, but it 
didn't bother Reed. He shot 
66 the next day and fin¬ 
ished third. 

Cameron Smith spoke out 
against him ahead of the 
Presidents Cup, where 
Reed was heckled so badly 
that his caddie, brother-in- 
law Kessler Karain, had an 


altercation with a fan and 
was suspended from cad¬ 
dying in the final session. 
The next day, Reed won 
his first point of the week, 
handily beating C.T. Pan in 
16 holes. 

In his next PGA Tour start, 
Reed was in a three-man 
playoff at Kapalua. On his 
final putt in the playoff, 
which Thomas won, a fan 
cried out, "CHEATER!" as the 
ball was on its way. Reed 
says he never heard him.Q 
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LeBron James lifts Lakers past Celtics, 114-112 



Los Angeles Lakers' LeBron James (23) drives to the basket against the Boston Celtics during the first haif of an NBA basketbaii game 
Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — LeB¬ 
ron James scored 29 points 
and put the Lakers ahead 
on a tallaway jumper with 
30 seconds to play, and Los 
Angeles split its season se¬ 
ries with the Boston Celtics 
with a 114-112 victory Sun¬ 
day. 

James missed a tying tree 
throw moments before 
he coolly nailed the shot 
the put the Lakers ahead 
to stay in a frenetic fourth 
quarter to cop the latest 
chapter of this famed NBA 
rivalry. 

Anthony Davis had 32 
points and 13 rebounds 
in the fifth straight victory 
overall for the Lakers, who 
took a 32-point blowout 
loss in Boston last month. 
Davis hit two free throws 
with 12.3 seconds left and 
added one more with 6.7 
seconds to play, before 
Jayson Tatum was called 
for charging in the final 
second as he attempted to 
create one last basket. 
Tatum matched his career 
high with 41 points for the 
Celtics. They had wan 12 at 
14, starting with that domi¬ 
nant win over the Lakers in 
January. 

RAPTORS 127, PACERS 81 

TORONTO (AP) — Kyle 
Lowry had 16 points and 11 
assists and Toronto routed 
Indiana in the most-lopsid¬ 
ed victory in team history 
to win for the 17th time in 
18 games and extend its 
home winning streak to 
nine. 

Pascal Siakam added 21 
points and Serge Ibaka had 
15 points and a seasan- 
high 15 rebaunds. Taronto’s 
largest lead was 49 points. 
Domantas Sabonis had 14 
points and 11 rebounds for 
Indiana. Aaron Holiday also 
scored 14 points. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 107, PISTONS 
104 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — CJ 
McCollum had 41 points, a 
career-high 12 assists and 
nine rebaunds, Carmelo 
Anthany scored a season- 
high 32 points and Portland 
rallied to beat Detroit. 

It was the first time Anthony 
scored over 30 points since 
Feb. 25, 2017, when he was 
with the New York Knicks. 
He made a jumper with 
Portland protecting a two- 


point lead with 21 seconds 
left. 

Reserve big man Christian 
Wood had 26 points and 
nine rebounds for Detroit. 
BULLS 126, WIZARDS 117 
CHICAGO (AP) — Coby 
White scored 33 points to 
join Michael Jordan as the 
only Bulls rookies with con¬ 
secutive 30-point games, 
and Chicago overcame 
Bradley Beal's career-high 
53 points to snap an eight- 
game losing streak. 

Zach LaVine added 32 
paints and broke the fran¬ 
chise reccrd far 3-pcint- 
ers in a seascn. Thaddeus 
Yeung scored 25 points, 
going 5 of 7 from beyond 
the arc. Beal surpassed his 
previous best of 51 points at 


Portland on Dec. 5, 2017. 

NUGGETS 128, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 116 

DENVER (AP) — Paul Mill- 
sap scored a season-high 
25 points on 9-of-l 1 shoot¬ 
ing and Denver Nuggets 
bounced bock from its first 
loss in the Northwest Divi¬ 
sion to beat Minnesata. 
Millsap made his first six 
shots of the game before 
missing with 54 seconds left 
in the first half. 

Nikola Jokic was nearly as 
sharp, making all six of his 
shots in the first half and go¬ 
ing 11 of 14 from the field. 
He finished with 24 points 
and Jamal Murray had 19. 
Denver shot 58.9% after hit¬ 
ting 68.2% in the first half. 
Kelan Martin had 19 of his 


career-high 21 points in the 
first half for Minnesota. 
THUNDER 131, SPURS 103 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
had 22 points and 13 re¬ 
baunds, Steven Adams 
added 21 paints and 14 
rebounds and Oklahoma 
City rolled past San Antania 
Spurs 131-103 on Sunday 
night. 

Luguentz Dort, a rookie 
who is on a two-way con¬ 
tract, scored 15 points on 
6-for-6 shooting, and Chris 
Paul added 12 points, 10 
assists and nine rebounds 
to help the Thunder win for 
the 12th time in 15 games. 
Eight Oklahoma City play¬ 
ers scared in dauble fig¬ 
ures — a first for the team 


since moving from Seattle 
in 2008. 

Rudy Gay scored 14 points 
for the Spurs. 

PELICANS 115, WARRIORS 
101 

SAN FRANGISGO (AP) — 
Zion Williamson had 28 
points and seven rebounds, 
Jrue Holiday scored 11 of 
his 23 points in the fourth 
quarter and New Orleans 
pulled away to beat Gold¬ 
en State. 

Nicolo Melli matched his 
career high with 20 points 
and six 3-pointers, and 
Brandan Ingram had 17 
points and five assists to 
help the Pelicans win far 
the fifth time in six games. 
Damion Lee scared 22 
points for Golden State.Q 
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Wilder says pre-fight costume wore him down 



Deontay Wilder arrives in the ring for a WBC heavyweight 
championship boxing match against Tyson Fury, of England, 
Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Deon¬ 
tay Wilder says an elabo¬ 
rate outfit he wore on his 
ring walk wore him down so 
much that he didn't have 
the legs to withstand Tyson 
Fury in their heavyweight 
title fight Saturday night. 
Wilder also said he wauld 
execute a clause in his 
cantract far a third fight 
with Fury, hopefully some¬ 
time this summer. 

"This summer with no fights 
in between," Wilder told 
The Associated Press in a 
phone interview Monday. 
"I'm a warrior and I'm ready 
to go again, but we're 
going to change a lot of 
things in camp." 

Wilder said the autfit — 
which he said was a trib¬ 
ute ta Black Flistory Month 
— weighed him down and 
that his legs weren't right 
by the time the fight start¬ 
ed. Wilder said the entire 
getup, including a mask, 
weighed some 40 pounds, 
and he knew by the end of 
the second round that his 
legs were gane. 

Wilder also said his assistant 
trainer, Mark Breland, was 
acting against previausly 
agreed-upon instructions 


when he threw in the tow¬ 
el to end the fight at 1:39 
of the seventh round and 
would not likely be in the 


corner in a third fight. 

"We had many discussions 
for years about this situa¬ 
tion and for him to still do 


it after Jay (Deas, Wilder's 
main trainer) told him not 
to do it really hurt me. 

And then I heard he was in¬ 
fluenced by another fight¬ 
er in the audience and it 
makes a lot of conspiracy 
theories in your head why 
he did it. It didn't make 
sense." 

The former heavyweight 
champion was knocked 
down twice by Fury in the 
fight before his corner threw 
in the towel in the seventh 
round. It was his first lass in 
44 fights and came after 10 
successful title defenses. 
Wilder, who has always 
worn elaborate outfits into 
the ring, said he tried on 
the one he used in the fight 
the night before in his ho¬ 
tel room to make sure he 
could get it on and aft. He 
said it was weighed dawn 
by sequins and ornamenta- 
tian and alsa included bat¬ 
teries for his mask to light up 
when he got in the ring. 
"Going up the stairs (into 
the ring) I knew immediate¬ 
ly it was a different change 
in my body condition," he 
said. "After the secand 
raund I had na legs, pe¬ 
riod." 

Wilder said he is taking a 
previausly scheduled trip tc 


Africa, but plans to resume 
training once he gets back. 
He has 30 days ta afficial- 
ly accept the third fight, 
which would be a 60-40 
purse split in Fury's favor. 
Fury and Wilder combined 
to sell the biggest live 
gate ($16.9 million) in Ne¬ 
vada heavyweight fight 
histary and, though the 
results have not been an¬ 
nounced, the fight was ex¬ 
pected tc have perfcrmed 
well cn pay-per-view. Beth 
fighters were expected to 
make $30 million or more 
when the receipts are all 
added up. 

Wilder said he has gotten 
an outpouring of love from 
people in the wake of his 
loss, the first in his 12-year 
prcfessicnal career. 

He said the werst thing 
abcut the fight was that 
he wasn't allowed to keep 
fighting past the seventh 
round, when he was tak¬ 
ing a lot of punches to 
the head without throwing 
many back. 

"I'm going out on my shield. 
I'm a warrior," Wilder said. 

"If I say I'm willing to kill a 
man in the ring then I'm will¬ 
ing to abide by that same 
principle as a warrior to die 
in the ring."Q 


MLB tells court attempts at cheating are a part of sports 



A fan holds a sign during a spring training baseball game 
between the Houston Astros and the Washington Nationals 
Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020, in West Paim Beach, Fia. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — At¬ 
tempts at cheating are 
a part of sports. Major 
League Baseball said in 
urging a federal judge to 
dismiss a lawsuit by fantasy 
contestants. 

Five men sued MLB, MLB 
Advanced Media, the 
Heusten Astras and the 
Boston Red Sox in fed¬ 
eral court in Manhattan, 
claiming fraud, violation of 
consumer-protection laws, 
negligence, unjust enrich¬ 
ment and deceptive trade 
practices by teams that vi- 
clated MLB’s rules against 
the use of electronics to 
steal catchers’ signs. The 
five said they participated 
in DraftKings fantasy base¬ 
ball cantests. 

“Rules violations — large 
and small, intentional and 
unintentional, technical 
and game-changing — 


are a never-ending source 
of sports television, talk 
radia, web and eleva¬ 
tor commentary by sports 
pundits and fans alike," 
MLB said Friday in papers 
submitted to U.S. District 
Judge Jed Rakoff. “And 
fans’ general awareness 
at the potential for infrac¬ 


tions is underscored in this 
case by the fact that clubs 
were publicly disciplined 
for electronic sign-stealing 
violations during the 2017 
regular season.” 

MLB Commissioner Rob 
Manfred ruled last month 
the Astros violated sign¬ 
stealing rules during home 


games en route to their 
World Series title in 2017 
and again in 2018. He 
suspended manager AJ 
Hinch and general man¬ 
ager Jeff Luhnow for one 
season each, and both 
were fired by the team. 
Manfred fined the Astras 
$5 million, the maximum 
under MLB rules and 
stripped the team of its 
next two first- and secand- 
round draft picks. 

He also is investigating al¬ 
legations against the Red 
Sox. 

In its papers, MLB cited 
a 2010 opinion by Judge 
Robert Cowen for a 3rd 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals panel that upheld 
the dismissal of a suit by a 
New York Jets season tick¬ 
et-holder against the NFL, 
New England coach Bill Bill 
Belichick and the Patriots 
over the Spygate scandal. 
“It appears uncontested 


that players often commit 
intentional rule infractions 
in order to obtain an ad¬ 
vantage over the course 
of the game,” Cowen 
wrote. 

MLB maintained “plaintiffs 
got exactly what they bar¬ 
gained far: cantests deter¬ 
mined by baseball play¬ 
ers’ actual perfarmance 
on the field, whatever the 
cantributing factars, pre¬ 
dictable or unpredictable, 
may have been” and 
added “not one plaintiff 
claims to have lost any 
fantasy baseball contest 
as a result of sign-stealing 
or otherwise.” 

Houston submitted papers 
to dismiss, citing the Astros’ 
better performance cn 
the read in 2017: 

The Astras hit .279 at heme 
with 395 runs and 115 hom¬ 
ers at home vs. road stats 
of .284, 501 runs and 123 
homers. □ 
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Joey Logano overcomes missed 
pit call to win at Las Vegas 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The ad¬ 
justments to a major off¬ 
season overhaul at Team 
Penske continued Sunday 
at Las Vegas Motor Speed¬ 
way, where miscommu- 
nication between Joey 
Logano and his new crew 
chief led tc a batched final 
pit stap. 

Logana still waund up in 
victary lane far the secand 
year in a row, winning a 
two-lap sprint to the finish 
that ended under caution. 
A caution with six laps re¬ 
maining forced teams to 
make strategic decisions 
and crew chief Paul Wolfe 
told Logano to come to pit 
road far new tires. Logano 
didn't hear Wolfe and re¬ 
mained on track, a move 
that cycled him intc the 
lead but put him in pasition 
to hold off a slew of con¬ 
tenders on fresh tires. 
Logano knew it was critical 
to get his Ford separated 
from the pack quickly on 
the restart to have any shot 
at the win. 

"Clean air was gaing ta be 
key with old tires," he said. 
"If I got swallowed up by a 
couple cars, I was just ga¬ 
ing to fall backwards really 
quick." 

Logano got a push from 
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. on 
the restart with two laps 
remaining, then threw a 
block on William Byron to 
maintain his position out 
front that Logana called 
"the winning move. 

"I was able ta get down in 
front of him and then be 
able to separate myself a 
little bit from the field," he 
said. 

Logano, the 2018 cham¬ 
pion, just missed advanc¬ 
ing to the championship 
race last season. At the 
start of this year, awner 
Roger Penske announced 
he'd swapped the crews of 
Logano, Ryan Blaney and 
Brad Keselowski, with Loga¬ 
na getting Wolfe, the crew 
chief who led Keselowski to 
a Cup title. 

They've worked together 
at the track the last three 
weeks and Logano praised 
the new pairing. 

"He's done such a great 


job, and it's been fun get¬ 
ting to know each other, 
and the whale team," Lo¬ 
gano said. 'The pit crew 
was amazing today. I think 
we gained a spot every 
time at least. Proud of the 
effort that everyone has 
put in over the offseason." 
Logano had taken the 
white flag when a crash 
accurred deep in traffic 
tc bring out the caution, 
freeze the field and secure 
the victcry far the Nc. 22 
Ford. 

The 24th victory of Loga- 
no's career broke a tie with 
Ricky Rudd for 35th on NAS- 
CAR's all-time win list. 

Matt DiBenedetto in a Ford 
for the Wood Brothers — a 
Penske partner — far his 
seccnd race was 0.491 
seccnds behind tc tie his 
career-best finish. 

"This is all just toe surre¬ 
al," he said. "Tough to be 
that close, but, hey, this is 
only the second race of 
the season. So it was the 
strength of this team. It's so 
cool to have the backing 
cf all the people that allow 
me to drive this thing." 
Stenhouse, pole-sitter for 
the Daytona 500 a week 
ago, was third in a Chev¬ 
rolet in his second race far 
new team JTG-Daugherty 
Racing. 

"So far so good," Stenhouse 
said. "Two weeks, we've 
been fast this week, we 
weren't bad this week, and 
we know what we need to 
work on." 

Austin Dillon was fourth for 
Richard Childress Racing 
and followed by Jimmie 
Johnson, Bubba Wallace, 
Logano teammate Kesel¬ 
owski and Kevin Harvick. 
Kyle Larson and Ty Dillon 
rounded out the top 10. 
Daytona 500 winner Denny 
Hamlin was the highest- 
finishing Tcyota driver in 
17th as the brand and Jee 
Gibbs Racing struggled the 
entire 400 miles. 

Ross Chastain dreve the 
Nc. 6 Fcrd for Roush Fen¬ 
way Racing as the re¬ 
placement driver for Ryan 
Newman, who suffered a 
head injury in a crash on 
the final lap of Monday 
night's Daytona 500. It end¬ 
ed a streak of 649 consec¬ 


utive starts dating to 2002 
for Newman, who has no 
timetable for a return but 
his team said Sunday that 
he intends to get back in 
his car. Chastain finished 
29th, in part because of a 
late spin, but ran inside the 
top-10 earlier in the race. 
Rcush Fenway has net in¬ 
dicated whe will drive the 
car next week. 

Chastain was bitterly disap- 
pcinted as he headed to 
his Xfinity Series car far the 
resumption of Saturday's 
race, which was rained out 
after 50 laps and resched¬ 
uled for after the main 
event. "I was just overdriv¬ 
ing there at the end for 
sure. It just got away tram 
me there and got loose," 
Chastain said. 'The car 
deserved a lot better fin¬ 
ish. I just didn't have great 
restarts. These guys kind 
of ate me alive on the re¬ 
starts and I'd lose three or 
four spots every time, and 
picked the wrong lines 
through one and two, and 
then three and four again 
I just kept making silly mis¬ 
takes that I shculd learn 
from after I make the mis¬ 
take cnce. I just have tc be 
better." 

BAD BREAK 

Chase Elliott appeared 
to be the driver to beat 
through the first two stag¬ 
es, both wins for Elliott in 
his Hendrick Motorsports 
Chevrolet. 

But his shot to win the race 
ended after a tire issue fcl- 
Icwing a pit stop from the 
lead caused Elliott to hit 


the wall. He had led five 
different times for 70 laps, 
with the twe stage victc- 
ries, befere heading tc pit 
read far repairs. 

Ellictt finished 26th. 

BLANEY BOUNCES BACK 
An emotional week for 
Ryan Blaney ended with 
an 11th place finish at Las 
Vegas and Blaney moving 
toward closure after Ryan 
Newman's crash cn the fi¬ 
nal lap cf Monday night's 
Daytona 500. 

It was contact frem Blaney 
that triggered Newman's 
crash, and Blaney said Sun¬ 
day morning before the 
race he struggled in the first 
few days over his role in the 
accident. 

"I talked to his dad on Tues¬ 
day and said when he's 
feeling better. I'd like tc 
talk tc Ryan," Blaney tcid 
The Associated Press. "Ryan 
called me Wednesday and 
just talking tc him, hearing 
him, really made things 
easier." □ 
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Joey Logano celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series 
auto race at Las Vegas Motor Speedway on Sunday, Feb. 23, 
2020. 

Associated Press 
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Reliability of pricey new voting machines questioned 


By FRANK BAJAK 
AP Technology Writer 

Nearly 1 in 5 U.S. voters will 
cast ballots this year on 
devices that look and feel 
like the discredited paper¬ 
less voting machines they 
once used, yet leave a pa¬ 
per record of the vote. But 
computer security experts 
ore warning that these so- 
called ballot-marking de¬ 
vices still pose too much of 
a risk. 

Ballot-marking machines 
were initially developed 
not as primary vote-casting 
tools but as "accessible" al¬ 
ternatives for the disabled. 
They print out paper re¬ 
cords that are scanned by 
optical readers that tabu¬ 
late the vote. 

They cost at least twice os 
much as hand-marked pa¬ 
per ballots, which comput¬ 
er scientists prefer because 
paper can't be hacked. 
That's an important consid¬ 
eration as U.S. intelligence 
officials warn that mali¬ 
cious meddling in this year's 
presidential contest could 
be worse than in 2016. 

The machines have been 
vigorously promoted by the 
trio of privately held voting 
equipment vendors that 
cantrol 88 percent at the 
U.S. market and are nearly 
unregulated at the federal 
level. They are expected to 
be used by some 40 million 
eligible voters more than in 
the 2018 midterm elections. 
Key counties in the crucial 
swing states of Pennsylva¬ 
nia, Ohia and North Caro¬ 
lina, much at Texas, Cali¬ 
fornia's Las Angeles County 
and all at Georgia and Del- 
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In this Aug. 16, 2019, file photo, a digital voting machine sits on a table in Raleigh, N.C. 

Associated Press 


aware have bought ballot¬ 
marking machines. So has 
South Carolina, which will 
use them in Saturday's pri¬ 
maries. 

Some of the most popular 
such devices, from Election 
Systems & Software and 
Dominion Voting Systems, 
register votes in bar codes 
that the human eye can't 
decipher. That means 
skilled hackers cculd alter 
autcomes without detec¬ 
tion, gaming bar codes 
while keeping voters' in¬ 
tended choices on the 
human-readable portion 
of the ballot printout, com¬ 
puter scientists have found. 
ES&S claims such tamper¬ 
ing is "a practical impossi¬ 
bility." 
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Spokeswoman Katina 
Granger said the com¬ 
pany's ballot-marking ma¬ 
chines' accuracy and se¬ 
curity "have been proven 
through thousands of hours 
of testing and tens of thou¬ 
sands of successful elec¬ 
tions." Dominion declined 
comment for this story. 

Even on machines that 
don't use bar codes, voters 
may not notice if a hock or 
programming error man¬ 
gles their choices. A Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan study 
determined that only 7 
percent of participants in a 
mock election notified poll 
workers when the names 
on their printed receipts 
didn't match the candi¬ 
dates they voted for. 

"There ore a huge number 
of reasons to reject today's 
ballot-marking devices — 
except for limited use as as¬ 
sistive devices for those un¬ 
able to mark a paper bal¬ 
lot themselves," says Doug 
Jones, a University of Iowa 
election security expert. 
Critics soy currently avail¬ 
able ballot-marking devic¬ 
es undermine the very idea 
of retaining a paper record. 
It's on idea supported by a 
2018 National Academies 
of Sciences report that fa¬ 
vors hand-marked ballots 
tallied by optical scanners, 
which 70 percent of U.S. 
voters used in 2016 and 
2018 and will again rely on 


in November. It is a stance 
also shared by Colorado, a 
national leader in election 
security. The state is ban¬ 
ning bar codes from ballot¬ 
marking voting machines 
beginning in 2021. 

But some election officials 
see ballot-marking devic¬ 
es os improvements over 
paperless touchscreens, 
which were used by 27 
percent of voters in 2018. 
They like them because the 
touchscreens are familiar 
to voters, looking and feel¬ 
ing like what they've been 
using for nearly two de¬ 
cades, and they can use 
one voting method for ev¬ 
eryone. 

Michael Anderson, elec¬ 
tions director for Pennsylva¬ 
nia's Lebanon County, said 
"voters want it." The county 
offers all voters both ma¬ 
chine- and hand-marked 
ballots. 

"When we give them a pa¬ 
per ballot, the very first thing 
they say to us is, 'We're go¬ 
ing back in time,"' he said. 
Northampton County, on 
Pennsylvania's eastern 
edge, became ground 
zero lost November in the 
debate over ballot-mark¬ 
ing devices when its newly 
purchased ES&S Express- 
Vote XLs failed in two differ¬ 
ent ways. 

First, a ballot programming 
error prevented votes cast 
for one of three candidates 


in a judge's race from reg¬ 
istering in the bar codes 
used to count the vote. 
Only absentee ballot votes 
registered electronically 
for the candidate. A man¬ 
ual recount of the paper 
voting records settled the 
election. The other prob¬ 
lem: miscalibrated touch¬ 
screens on about a third of 
the county's 320 machines. 
One poll judge called the 
touchscreens "garbage," 
and some voters who reg¬ 
istered complaints in emails 
obtained by The Associ¬ 
ated Press in a public re¬ 
cords request said their 
votes were assigned to the 
wrong candidates — on er¬ 
ror known os "vote-flipping." 
Others worried about fu¬ 
ture malfunctions triggering 
long lines. 

According to state certifi¬ 
cation documents, voters 
require triple the amount 
of time on overage to 
navigate ES&S ballot¬ 
marking machines when 
compared with filling out 
hand-marked ballots and 
running them through opti¬ 
cal scanners. ES&S blamed 
the Northampton County 
debacle on human error. 
Proper pre-election log¬ 
ic and accuracy testing 
would have easily caught 
both problems, said Daniel 
Lopresti, a Lehigh University 
computer scientist on the 
county election commis¬ 
sion. 

"What we worry is, what 
happens the next time if 
there's a programming bug 
— or a hack or whatever — 
and it's done in a way that's 
not obvious?" 

At last year's DefCon hack¬ 
er convention in Las Ve¬ 
gas, it took tinkerers less 
than eight hours to hack 
two older ballot-marking 
devices that organizers 
obtained. But New York 
State election commission 
co-choir, Douglas Kellner, 
an early critic of paper¬ 
less electronic voting ma¬ 
chines, said he's confident 
in a ballot-marking device, 
the ImageCast Evolution 
by Dominion, certified for 
use in his state. 

He said safeguards built into 
the machines and security 
protocols moke a hock of 
the Image Evolution "ex¬ 
traordinarily unlikely."Q 
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Virus outbreak chills markets, outlook for global economy 



Women wearing sanitary masks waik in downtown Milan, Italy, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— The widening coronavi- 
rus outbreak threatens to 
seriously disrupt the global 
economy, just as it was 
steadying itselt against 
headwinds trom the U.S.- 
China trade dispute. 

Amid concerns that glob¬ 
al output could decline 
for the first time since the 
global financial crisis a little 
more than a decade ago, 
stock markets sank Mon¬ 
day. In one sign of how sen¬ 
timent has been negatively 
hit, gold spiked 1 .8% to 
$1,688 on ounce, its high¬ 
est level in seven years, as 
traders sought out financial 
assets some consider safer 
in times of stress. 

On Wall Street, the Dow 
Jones was down more than 
900 points during early af¬ 
ternoon Monday trading, 
while in Europe, the pan- 
European Stoxx 600 slid 
3.6% otter on eruption of 
cases in Italy. Cases were 
also reported in new coun¬ 
tries in the Middle East. 
"Compounded with the 
already dramatic interrup- 
ticns tc glcbcl supply chains 
in China, traders fear that a 
rapid spread cf the disease 
to other major economies 
could be enough to tem¬ 
porarily tip global econom¬ 
ic growth into contraction 
in the first holt of the year," 
said Mott Weller, global 
head of market research at 
GAIN Capital. 

China, the epicenter of 
the outbreak, faces the 


most acute near-term dif¬ 
ficulties os factories lie idle 
and people remain home- 
bound. But the ripple ef¬ 
fects are being felt all 
around the world, as Chino 
is both a major importer of 
goods as well as a source 
of parts through intricate 
supply chains. Growth es¬ 
timates for China are al¬ 
ready being cut. 

Concerns are growing in 
the 19-country eurozone, 
whose three biggest econ¬ 
omies — Germany, France 
and Italy — ore stalling. 
Concerns over the knock- 
on effects on Germany, Eu¬ 
rope’s export powerhouse, 
are particularly acute. 
Germany's main DAX stock 
market closed a whopping 
4% lower Monday.. 


"Given the latest develop¬ 
ments, one has inevitably 
to talk about downside 
risks for German export¬ 
ers," said Andreas Rees, 
chief German economist 
at UniCredit. Rees cited 
figures showing car sales 
in China fell 92% in the first 
two weeks of February, and 
pointed out that of the 21 
million cars sold in China 
last year, about 1 in 5 was 
made either in Germany 
or through German invest¬ 
ment in China. Most Chi¬ 
nese auto showrooms ore 
closed. 

Meanwhile Italy's FTSE MIB 
slumped 5.4% as Italian civil 
protection officials said at 
least 222 people had tested 
positive for the virus in the 
country and that six people 


had died. Europeans had 
been hoping for a modest 
upturn this year otter ma¬ 
jor economies staggered 
through o rough patch at 
the end of the year. Ger¬ 
many showed zero growth 
in the fourth quarter, while 
the No. 2 and No. 3 econ¬ 
omies, France and Italy, 
shrank slightly. Two straight 
quarters of falling growth is 
one definition of a reces¬ 
sion. The global economy 
was just stabilizing after 
wobbles caused by the 
trade war between the 
U.S. and China and fears 
of a disorderly British exit 
from the European Union. 
The coronavirus hit just as a 
U.S.-China preliminary deal 
and a Brexit withdrawal 
divorce agreement had 


boosted hopes for a mod¬ 
est upswing, particularly 
in Europe. Nowthe world 
economy could see its first 
quarterly fall in season¬ 
ally adjusted output since 
the global financial crisisof 
more than a decade ago, 
soys Ben May, director of 
global macro research at 
Cxford Economics. 
Frequent business and tour¬ 
ism destinations for people 
from China are already be¬ 
ing hit hard, confirming that 
this will be a key way that 
the pain will spread to oth¬ 
er Asian economies, with 
Singapore and Hong Kong 
feeling the effects. 
Comparisons to the 2003 
SARS epidemic, another 
deadly outbreak that origi¬ 
nated in China, aren’t re¬ 
assuring because China's 
share of the global econ¬ 
omy is much bigger than it 
was back then, and supply 
chains moving raw mate¬ 
rials, parts and products 
snake through the global 
economy more than ever. 
Stock markets may have 
been slow to appreciate 
the risk posed by the out¬ 
break because they hoped 
central banks could step in 
with more stimulus. 
Individual companies have 
already reported trouble, 
most notably Apple, which 
said it will miss its sales tar¬ 
get. But it could take until 
April or May before hard 
data on production and 
soles gives o clear picture 
of the impact on o regional 
or global level, Cxford Eco¬ 
nomics' May said. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Olassifieds 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

1 bedroom wk 3 
$6000 

Phone USA (+1) 978-256-5580 

_212443 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$421,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_^212568 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

House at Pos Abao/ Noord with 
4 apartments, being used now 
For short term rentals and for 
$475,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 

_^212568 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 

_212568 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Divi Village Golf 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 
deck, hot tub. grill. Floating 
week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 
remaining $8000 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 

_212563 


Aruba Beach Resort wk 5+6 

3 Br sleeps 8 1st floor south 
tower deeded full amenities + 
washer,dryer 2 full bath 35k 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_212427 

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 

Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Weeks 11-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 

Sister Linda 

helps in all walks of life, 
specializing in love & life. 
Removes badluck and evil eye, 
reunite love & stop third party 
interference. 

Call today. 001-713-349-9117 
Call for Free Questions!! 

_^212410 

Piaya Linda seii by owner 

1 bedroom (#641) week 13 
Sleeps 4-available this year- 
discounted $12,000. 

For info: thequake@aol.com 
(on island till 3/11) 

_212554 

EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 

_^212406 
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Halley Time Travel 


For Rent 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

Price : $2800 each 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 
Date : 03/22 to 03/29/2020 
Date : 03/20 to 03/27/2020 
Date : 01/17 to 02/22/2021 

Marriott Surf Ciub 

2 BR Ocean Side Platinum 
Date : 03/6 to 03/13/2020 
$4K 

2 BR Wk 7 Ocean View $40K 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Marriott Surf Ciub 

Platinum 

2 BR Ocean View $ 17 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

3 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK 8 

Building 6 on the 4th floor 
27 weeks remain $15 K 
1 BR WK 11 

building 7 on the 3rd floor 
33 weeks remain $15 K 

Divi Link Goif 

1 BR Wk 6 $8K Birdie 1 
19 weeks remain 
Studio wk 7/8 
Birdie 5 $7,5 K each 
27/29 weeks remain 

Divi Links Goif 

1 BR WK 8/9 
Eagle 9 $9,5K each 
with 27/19 weeks remain 
Divi Links Goif 
1 BRWK #11 
Birdie 3 $9 K 
26 weeks remain 
1 BRwk 12/13 
ground Floor 
With 33/34 weeks remain 
Birdie 10 $9,5 K each 


Divi Viiiage 

Studio wk 6 $ 7,5 K 
Building F 
21 weeks remain 
Dutch Viiiage 
1 BR WK 7/8 $9 K each 

15 weeks remain each 
2BRWK7$18K 

25 weeks remain 

Dutch Viiiage 

1 BRWK 9 

16 weeks remain 
1 BR WK 8 $8 K 
12 weeks remain 

1 BR WK 7/8 $7 K 
12/24 weeks remain 

Eagie Resorts 

1 BRWK5,6,7,8 
Ground Floor $6,5 K each 
1 BRwk 7/8/9 $6,5 K each 
Caribbean Paim Viiiage 

1 BR wk 3/4 $6 K 

2 BR WK 5/6 $ 7 K each 
Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Divi Phoenix 

2BRPHwk11 and 12 
building 9 on the 7 th floor 
30 weeks remain 35 K each 

Divi Viiiage $ 7 K 

1 BRWK# 14 
ground floor building C 
16 weeks remain 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWK#9$9K 
4th floor harbor view 
Divi Viiiage 
2BRWk13$13K 
3 rd floor building 
27 weeks remain 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWK# 10/11 
Garden View 5 th floor 
$6,5 K each 

Divi Links Goif 

studio wk 5,6,7,8,9 
Birdie 9 on 3 rd floor 
top floor 38 weeks on each 
$10 K each 

For Rent 

Studio 18 Feb to 7 March 
$200 P.N. 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.buyarubatimeshares.com 
www.bestbuyreaityaruba.com 




HEALTH 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospitai 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tei. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
iMSAN 24 Hours 
Tei.524 8833 


IPHARMACY ON DUTYl 

Oranjestad: 

Centraai Tei. 585 8077 
San Nicoias: 

Centro Medico Tei. 584 5794 


lOTHER 

Dentai Ciinic 587 9850 
Biood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Waik-in Doctor’s Ciinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Poiice 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicoias 584 5000 

Poiice Tipiine 11141 
Ambuiancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airiines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Biue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 25 

Explorer of the Seas 
Norwegian Epic 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

[General Info ~ 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Scientists gather to study risk from microplastic pollution 



This 2013 photo from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows piece 
of microplastic foam debris found along the coast of Alaska, on a person's finger. 

Associated Press 


By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) —Tiny 
bits of broken-down plastic 
smaller than a fraction of 
a grain of rice are turning 
up everywhere in oceans, 
from the water to the guts 
of fish and the poop of 
sea otters and giant killer 
whales. 

Yet little is known about the 
effects of these "microplas¬ 
tics" — on sea creatures or 
humans. 

"It's such a huge endeav¬ 
or to know how bad it is," 
said Shawn Larson, curator 
of conservation research 
at the Seattle Aquarium. 
"We're just starting to get a 
finger on the pulse." 

This week, a group of 
five-dozen microplastics 
researchers from major 
universities, government 
agencies, tribes, aquari¬ 
ums, environmental groups 
and even water sanitation 
districts across the U.S. West 
is gathering in Bremerton, 
Washington, to tackle the 
issue. The goal is to create 
a mathematical risk assess¬ 
ment for microplastic pollu¬ 
tion in the region similar to 
predictions used to game 
out responses to major nat¬ 
ural disasters such as earth¬ 
quakes. 

The largest of these plastic 
bits are 5 millimeters long, 
roughly the size of a ker¬ 
nel of corn, and many are 
much smaller and invisible 
to the naked eye. 

They enter the environment 
in many ways. Some slough 
off of car tires and wash 
into streams — and even¬ 
tually the ocean — during 
rainstorms. Others detach 
from fleeces and spandex 
clothing in washing ma¬ 
chines and are mixed in 
with the soiled water that 
drains from the machine. 
Some come from aban¬ 
doned fishing gear, and still 
more are the result of the 


eventual breakdown of 
the millions of straws, cups, 
water bottles, plastic bags 
and other single-use plas¬ 
tics thrown out each day. 
Research into their poten¬ 
tial impact on everything 
from tiny single-celled or¬ 
ganisms to larger mammals 
like sea otters is just getting 
underway. 

"This is an alarm bell that's 
going to ring loud and 
strong," said Stacey Harp¬ 
er, an associate professor 
at Oregon State University 
who helped organize the 
conference. "We're first go¬ 
ing to prioritize who it is that 
we're concerned about 
protecting: what organ¬ 
isms, what endangered 
species, what regions. And 
that will help us hone in ... 
and determine the data 
we need to do a risk assess¬ 
ment." 

A study published last year 
by Portland State Univer¬ 
sity found an average of 
11 micro-plastic pieces per 
oyster and nine per razor 
clam in the samples taken 


from the Oregon coast. 
Nearly all were from micro¬ 
fibers from fleece or other 
synthetic clothing or from 
abandoned fishing gear, 
said Elise Granek, study co¬ 
author. 

Scientists at the San Fran¬ 
cisco Estuary Institute found 
significant amounts of mi¬ 
croplastic washing into the 
San Francisco Bay from 
storm runoff over a three- 
year sampling period that 
ended last year. Research¬ 
ers believe the black, rub¬ 
bery bits no bigger than a 
grain of sand are likely from 
car tires, said Rebecca Sut¬ 
ton, senior scientist at the 


institute. They will present 
their findings at the confer¬ 
ence. 

Those studying the phe¬ 
nomenon are worried 
about the health of crea¬ 
tures living in the ocean 
— but also, possibly, the 
health of humans. 

Some of the concern 
stems from an unusual twist 
unique to plastic pollution. 
Because plastic is made 
from fossil fuels and con¬ 
tains hydrocarbons, it at¬ 
tracts and absorbs other 
pollutants in the water, 
such as RGBs and pesti¬ 
cides, said Andrew Mason, 
the Pacific Northwest re¬ 


gional coordinator for the 
National Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration's 
marine debris program. 
'There's a lot of research 
that still needs to be done, 
but these plastics have 
the ability to mine harmful 
chemicals that are in the 
environment. They can ac¬ 
cumulate them," said Ma¬ 
son. "Everything, as it goes 
up toward the top, it just 
gets more and more and 
the umbrella gets wider. 
And who sits at the top of 
the food chain? We do. 
That's why these research¬ 
ers are coming together, 
because this is a growing 
problem, and we need to 
understand those effects." 
Researchers say bans on 
plastic bags. Styrofoam 
carry-out containers and 
single-use items like straws 
and plastic utensils will help 
when it comes to the tiniest 
plastic pollution. Some juris¬ 
dictions have also recently 
begun taking a closer look 
at the smaller plastic bits 
that have the scientific 
community so concerned. 
Galifornia lawmakers in 
2018 passed legislation that 
will ultimately require the 
state to adopt a method 
for testing for microplas¬ 
tics in drinking water and 
to perform that testing for 
four years, with the results 
reported to the public. The 
first key deadline for the 
law — simply defining what 
qualifies as a micro-plastic 
— is July 1. □ 
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Skeptic of world being round dies in 
California rocket crash 



In this Saturday afternoon, Feb. 22, 2020, photo "Mad" Mike 
Hughes rocket takes off, with what appears to be a parachute 
tearing off during its launch near Barstow, Calif. 

Associated Press 


BARSTOW, Calif. (AP) — A 

California man who said 
he wanted to fly to the 
edge of outer space to 
see if the world is round 
has died after his home- 
built rocket blasted off 
into the desert sky and 
plunged back to earth. 
"Mad" Mike Hughes was 
killed on Saturday af¬ 
ternoon after his rocket 
crashed on private prop¬ 
erty near Barstow, Califor¬ 
nia. The Science Channel 
said on Twitter it had been 
chronicling Hughes' jour¬ 
ney and that "thoughts & 
prayers go out to his family 
& friends during this diffi¬ 


cult time." "It was always his 
dream to do this launch," 
the Twitter message said. 
Hughes also was a limou¬ 
sine driver, who held the 
Guinness world record for 


"longest limousine ramp 
jump," for jumping 103 
feet (31 meters) in a Lin¬ 
coln Town Car stretch lim¬ 
ousine, at a speedway in 
2002 . □ 
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Box office goes 'Sonic' again but hears 'Call of the Wild' 



This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Sonic, voiced by Ben Schwartz, ieft, and James 
Morsden in a scene from "Sonic the Hedgehog 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW DALTON AP 
Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

hedgehog edged the sled 
dog by a nose at the box 
office. 

"Sonic: The Hedgehog" 
zoomed to the top of the 
box office with a take at 
$26.3 million in its second 
weekend while audiences 
ignored critics and heed¬ 
ed "The Call of the Wild" as 
the Harrison Ford CGI dog 
flick finished a close sec¬ 
ond with $24.8 million, ac¬ 
cording to studio estimates 
Sunday. It was a strang 
weekend far bath films, 
with each cutperfcrming 
expectations and over- 
earning early doubts about 
design problems. 
Paramount Pictures' Sega 
video game adaptation 
"Sonic the Hedgehog" was 
a laughingstock when its 
first trailer was released last 
year, but after a delay and 
a title-character makeaver, 
the film has naw spent twa 
weeks atop the box office 
and draught in over $200 


million globally. 

20th Century Studios' "The 
Call of the Wild" was also 
mocked by many on social 
media for its CGI dog — the 
first five film adaptations of 
Jack London's 1903 novel 
all used real ones — and 
reviews were decidedly 
mixed with a Rotten Toma¬ 
toes score of 62 percent, 
but moviegoers bought 
into the digital dag and his 
77-year-old co-star, who 
would have won the week¬ 


end were it not for a late 
surge from "Sonic." 

"For 'Gall of the Wild' head¬ 
ing into weekend the es¬ 
timates were all over the 
place, as low as 10 million 
for the weekend, some say¬ 
ing it could do 15, maybe 
20," said Paul Dergarabedi- 
an, senior media analyst far 
Camscore. "So like 'Sonic' it 
over-performed." 

In a very distant third with 
$7 million was "Harley 
Quinn: Birds of Prey" in its 


third week. 

The weekend's other wide 
release, "Brahms: The Boy H" 
starring Katie Holmes, was 
fourth with just $5.9 million. 
That was a disappointing 
opening at a time of year 
when horrar films aften da 
well. 2020 appears ta be 
bucking that trend with 
family films thriving in the 
early weeks of the year. 
"'Sonic' and 'Call at the 
Wild' represent two PG-rat- 
ed movies where that void 


in the marketplace for fam¬ 
ilies is the key to their suc¬ 
cess in this part of the year, 
a time that's usually domi¬ 
nated by awards holdovers 
and R-rated films," Derga- 
rabedian said. 

And thase family audienc¬ 
es may be why critics didn't 
matter for the top two films. 
"PG-rated films are more 
immune to reviews and are 
more about the audience. 
If a kid wants to go see a 
film, they're going to go see 
it" he said. 

Best picture winner "Para¬ 
site" continued its post-Os- 
cars surge in a week where 
its victory was macked at 
a rally by President Dan- 
aid Trump, bringing in $3.2 
million in North America, 
where it has earned nearly 
$50 million. 

Estimated ticket sales for Fri¬ 
day through Sunday at U.S. 
and Canadian theaters, 
according to Comscore. 
Where available, the latest 
internatianal numbers far 
Friday through Sunday are 
alsa included. □ 


Auschwitz Museum upset at scene in Amazon series ‘Hunters' 



In this file photo taken Jan. 27, 2016 Holocaust survivors walk with others through the main gate 
of the former Nazi German Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp in Oswiecim, Poland. 

Associated Press 


By MONIKA SCISLOWSKA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

The museum of the Nazi 
German Auschwitz death 
camp is adjecting tc a 
scene in a new Amazon TV 
series that shows a murder¬ 
ous game of human chess 
being played there, insist¬ 
ing that no such thing took 
place at the camp. 

The museumand memarial 
that guard the Auschwitz- 
Birkenau site in southern 
Poland, its histaric facts 
and the memary at the 
victims tweeted about the 
scene in Amazon's series 
“Hunters." It said inventing 
fake scenes is “dangerous 
foolishness and carica¬ 
ture," encourages Holo¬ 
caust deniers and is dis¬ 
respectful at the camp's 
same 1.1 millian victims, 
including women and chil¬ 
dren. 

The series' creatcr, David 
Weil stressed in a state¬ 
ment it was not a docu¬ 
mentary but a narrative 
with largely fictional char¬ 
acters. As a grandson of 


Holocaust survivors, Weil 
said he was careful not to 
“misrepresent a real per¬ 
son or borrow from a spe¬ 
cific moment in an actual 
persan's life." 

Mast of the victims were 


Jews, but there were also 
Poles, Roma, Russian pris¬ 
oners of war and others. 
They died in the camp's 
gas chambers ar from 
starvation, disease and 
farced laber, or shot by 


the guards. 

Museum spokesman Paw- 
el Sawicki said Monday 
that authors and artists 
have a special abligatian 
ta tell the truth about Aus¬ 
chwitz, and that the “Hunt¬ 


ers" authars did nat con¬ 
tact the museum far facts. 
“If anyone wants ta shaw 
human tragedy in Aus¬ 
chwitz it is encugh tc reach 
far the theusands at scurc- 
es (survivors' testimonies) 
that are deeply shocking, 
but creating fiction that 
distorts the history of this 
real place is disrespect¬ 
ful of the people who suf¬ 
fered here," Sawicki told 
The Associated Press. 

He said the museum is al¬ 
ways willing tc provide 
factual advice tc anycne 
studying cr working on 
Auschwitz history. More 
than 2 million people a 
year visit the site with its his¬ 
toric barracks, the ruins of 
the gas chambers and a 
monument to the victims. 
“Hunters" is about a post¬ 
war hunt in New York for 
Nazi war criminals. It in¬ 
cludes a scene where Aus¬ 
chwitz inmates are figures 
in a chess game and are 
killed when they are taken 
off the chessboard. 

“This is false. There was no 
such thing," Sawicki said.Q 
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Harvey Weinstein found guilty in landmark #MeToo moment 



Harvey Weinstein arrives at a Manhattan courthouse for jury 
deliberations in his rape trial, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020, in New 
York. 


Continued from Front 

Weinstein, 67, had a look of 
resignation as the verdict 
come in, and was seen 
talking to his lawyers shortly 
after. 

A judge ordered him to go 
to jail immediately. Court 
officers surrounded Wein¬ 
stein, handcuffed him and 
led him out of the court¬ 
room. The judge said he will 
request that Weinstein be 
held in the infirmary after 


his lawyers said he needs 
medical attention follow¬ 
ing an unsuccessful back 
surgery. 

The verdict followed weeks 
of often harrowing and 
excruciatingly graphic tes¬ 
timony from a string of ac¬ 
cusers who told of rapes, 
forced oral sex, groping, 
masturbation, lewd propo¬ 
sitions and that’s-Hollywood 
excuses from Weinstein 
about how the casting 
couch works. 


The conviction was seen as 
a long-overdue reckoning 
for Weinstein after years of 
whispers about his behav¬ 
ior turned into a torrent of 
accusations in 2017 that 
destroyed his career and 
gave rise to #MeToo, the 
global movement to en¬ 
courage women to come 
forward and hold powerful 
men accountable for their 
sexual misconduct. 

The jury of seven men and 
five women took five days 
to find him guilty. 

The case against the once- 
feared producer was es¬ 
sentially built an three al- 
legatians: that he raped 
an aspiring actress in a 
New York City hotel room in 
2013, that he forcibly per¬ 
formed oral sex on Haleyi 
and that he raped and for¬ 
cibly performed oral sex on 
"Sopranos" actress Anna- 
bella Scicrra in her apart¬ 
ment in the mid-1990s. 
Three additional wamen 
who said they, too, were 
attacked by Weinstein also 
testified as part of an effart 
by prosecutors to show a 
pattern of brutish behavior 
on his part. 

The Associated Press does 
not typically identify peo¬ 
ple who say they are vic¬ 
tims at sex crimes unless 
they grant permissian, as 
Haleyi and Sciarra did. 
Jurors signaled their strug¬ 
gles with the Sciarra charg¬ 
es four days into delib¬ 
erations. On Friday, after 
reviewing sections of her 
testimony and related evi¬ 
dence, they sent a note to 
the judge indicating they 
were deadlocked on the 


Associated Press 

counts but had reached a 
unanimous verdict on the 
others. After some debate 
in the courtroom, the judge 
ordered jurors to keep de¬ 
liberating. 

While Weinstein did not tes¬ 
tify, his lawyers contended 
that any sexual contact 
was consensual and that 
his accusers went to bed 
with him to advance their 
careers. 

The defense seized on the 
fact that two of the women 
central to the case stayed 
in contact with Weinstein 
thrcugh warm and even 
flirty emails — and had 
sex with him — well after 
he suppasedly attacked 
them. 

The hard-charging and 
phenomenally successful 
movie executive helped 
bring to the screen such 
Oscar winners as "Good 
Will Hunting," "Pulp Fic¬ 
tion," "The King's Speech" 
and "Shakespeare in Lave" 
and nurtured the careers 
of celebrated filmmakers 
like Quentin Tarantino and 
Kevin Smith. 

Weinstein now faces charg¬ 
es in Los Angeles. In that 
case, announced just as 
the New York trial was get¬ 
ting under way on Jan. 6, 
authorities allege Weinstein 
raped ane woman and 
sexually assaulted another 
on back-to-back nights 
during Oscars week in 2013. 
One of those women testi¬ 
fied as a supporting witness 
at the New York trial. 

The trial was the first crimi¬ 
nal case to arise from a 
barrage of allegations 
against Weinstein from 


more than 90 wamen, in¬ 
cluding actresses Gwyn¬ 
eth Paltrow, Salma Hayek 
and Lima Thurman. Most of 
those cases were too old to 
prosecute. 

During the trial, Weinstein 
regularly trudged into the 
courthouse stooped and 
unshaven, using a walker 
after recently undergoing 
back surgery — a far cry 
from the way he was de¬ 
picted in court as a burly, 
intimidating figure whose 
eyes seemed to turn black 
with menace when his an¬ 
ger flared. 

Many of Weinstein's ac¬ 
cusers described him as a 
"Jekyll and Hyde" charac¬ 
ter who could be incredibly 
charming at first, making 
jokes and showing interest 
in using his immense power 
to help their careers. 

But that was an act, they 
said, meant to gain their 
trust and get them to a 
place — often a hotel room 
or an apartment — where 
he could violate them. 

"If he heard the word 'no,' 
it was like a trigger for him," 
his rape accuser testified. 
Several wamen testified 
that Weinstein excused 
his behavicr as the price 
for getting ahead in Holly- 
waod. One said that when 
she laughed off his ad¬ 
vances, he sneered, "You'll 
never make it in this busi¬ 
ness. This is how this industry 
works." 

The jury heard lurid testimo¬ 
ny that Weinstein injected 
himself with a needle to get 
an erection, that his geni¬ 
tals appeared disfigured, 
that he sent Sciorra a box 
of chocolate penises and 
that he once showed up 
uninvited at her hotel room 
door in his underwear with 
a bottle of baby oil in one 
hand and a video in the 
other. 

The prosecution's task was 
made mare camplicated 
because two of the wom¬ 
en at the very center of the 
case didn't just abandan 
Weinstein after the alleged 
encounters: Haleyi testified 
that she had sex with him 
two weeks later, while the 
rape accuser whose name 
was withheld said she had 
a sexual encounter with 
him more than three years 
afterward. □ 
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B. Smith, model turned lifestyle guru, dead at 70 



In this Jan. 14,2012 file photo, former model and restaurateur B. Smith arrives at the BET Honors red 
carpet in the Warner Theatre in Washington. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Barbara 
"B." Smith, one of the na¬ 
tion's top black models 
who went on to open res¬ 
taurants, launch o success¬ 
ful home products line and 
write cookbooks, has died 
at her Long Island home at 
age 70 after battling early 
onset Alzheimer's disease. 
Smith's family announced 
on social medio that she 
died Saturday evening. 
"Heaven is shining even 
brighter now that it is 
graced with B.'s dazzling 
and unforgettable smile," 
Smith's husband Dan Gas- 
by said on Facebook. 
Smith's eponymous Man¬ 
hattan restaurant opened 
in 1986 and attracted a 
following among affluent 
block New Yorkers, The 
New York Times recalled. Es¬ 
sence magazine described 
it os the place "where the 
who's who of black Man¬ 
hattan meet, greet and 
eat regularly." 

Smith wrote three cook¬ 
books, founded three suc¬ 
cessful restaurants and 
launched a nationally syn¬ 
dicated television show 
and a magazine. Her suc¬ 
cessful home products line 
was the first from a black 
woman to be sold at a 
nationwide retailer when 
it debuted in 2001 at Bed 
Bath & Beyond. 

In 1976, she became the 
second black model to be 


on the cover of Mademoi¬ 
selle magazine, after Jolie 
Jones in 1969. 

"You epitomized class, true 
beauty and dignity. Rest 
well Queen," actress Viola 
Davis wrote on Twitter. 
Smith was diagnosed with 
early onset Alzheimer's dis¬ 
ease in 2013. She and Gas- 
by raised awareness of the 
disease, and particularly 
its impacts on the African- 


American community, fol¬ 
lowing her diagnosis. 

Some described Smith as 
a "black Martha Stewart," 
a comparison she said she 
didn't mind though she be¬ 
lieved the two lifestyle ma- 
vens were quite different. 
"Martha Stewart has pre¬ 
sented herself doing the 
things domestics and Afri¬ 
can Americans have done 
for years," she said in a 1997 


Associated Press 

interview with New York 
magazine. "We were al¬ 
ways expected to redo the 
chairs and use everything 
in the garden. This is the 
legacy that I was left. Mar¬ 
tha just got there first." 

In the same interview, Gas- 
by said, "Martha is perfec¬ 
tion and Barbara is pas¬ 
sion." Smith began suffer¬ 
ing from memory problems 
years before her diagnosis. 


She once froze for several 
seconds while being in¬ 
terviewed on the "Today 
Show," prompting a doc¬ 
tor's visit that led to her di¬ 
agnosis. A few months lat¬ 
er, she was missing in New 
York City for a day. 

In 2018, Gasby revealed 
that he was in a relation¬ 
ship with another woman 
while caring for his ailing 
wife, leading to harsh criti¬ 
cism from some of her fans. 
He fired back at critics with 
a Facebook post about the 
pain of living with Alzheim¬ 
er's in the family. "I love my 
wife but I can't let her take 
away my life," he wrote. 

The couple co-authored 
a book, "Before I Forget: 
Love, Hope, Help, and 
Acceptance in Our fight 
Against Alzheimer's," and 
have partnered with the 
Brain Health Registry. 

Smith, a native of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, began her career 
as a fashion model in Pitts¬ 
burgh and went on to serve 
as a spokeswoman for Ve¬ 
rizon, Colgate, Palmolive 
Oxy and McCormick's Low¬ 
ry seasonings. She hosted 
the nationally syndicated 
television show "B. Smith 
with Style" for nearly a de¬ 
cade, which aired on NBC 
stations. 

Smith is survived by Gasby, 
whom she married in 1992, 
and her stepdaughter 
Dana Gasby.Q 


Raf Simons joining Prado in fuli creative coiiaboration 



AAiuccia Prada and Raf Simons, left, hold a press conference 
in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020, on the sidelines of Milan 
Fashion Week. 


By COLLEEN BARRY AP 
Fashion Write 

MILAN (AP) — Miuccia Pra¬ 
do and Raf Simons — two 
of the fashion world’s big¬ 
gest creative names — will 
collaborate on Prada col¬ 
lections from Spring/Sum¬ 
mer 2021 going forward 
indefinitely, the designers 
announced Sunday at a 
news conference on the 
sidelines of Milan Fashion 
Week. 

Prada, who has been the 
creative force behind one 
of luxury’s most successful 
brands for 30 years, said 
the new partnership didn’t 
signal an eventual succes¬ 
sion. 

“Don’t make me older than 
I am,” the 70-year-old de¬ 
signer quipped. 


Simons, 52, is considered 
one of the fashion world’s 
biggest talents, whose fu¬ 
ture has been the subject 
of intense speculation since 
he left Calvin Klein in 2018. 
He previously was creative 
director of Jil Sander and 
Dior, and also has his own 
eponymous label, which 
he said would continue. 
Their first collaboration will 
appear on the September 
runway for Spring/Summer 
2021. “Maybe this is the first 
time in fashion history that 
two expert designers who 
had their own successes in 
this sector will work togeth¬ 
er,” said Patrizio Bertelli, 
the co-CEO of the Prada 
Group with his wife, Miuc¬ 
cia Prada. The announce- 
menf came on a day when 


fhe new coronavirus was a 
growing concern around 
fhe fashion capital. Giorgio 
Armani took the unusual 
step to show his collection 
behind closed doors to an 
empty theater, streaming 
for fhe fashion public, as a 
precaufion. The rest of fhe 
fashion shows scheduled 
for Sunday confinued as 
planned. Lafer Sunday fhe 
number of confirmed cases 
in Italy rose to at least 152 
and officials halted the 
Venice Carnival to try to 
stop the spread of the virus. 
Prada said they went 
ahead with the announce¬ 
ment despite the grow¬ 
ing emergency in Italy — 
where more cases of fhe 
COVID-19 virus have been 
confirmed than in Hong 


Kong. She said that the glo¬ 
balized world is becoming 
ever more complex “and 
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we need to work, also if 
these ugly and difficult 
things are happening."□ 
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Online daters looking for more than endless swiping 



In this undated photo provided by Hinge is a page from the dating app. 
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By LOUISE DIXON 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — While ta¬ 
boos surrounding online 
dating ore long gone, 
some ot today’s opp users 
ore sick ot the endless swip¬ 
ing and virtual pen-poling 
that leads nowhere when 
it comes to long-term re¬ 
lationships, according to 
industry leaders who ore 
responding with new ways 
to get users off their phones 
and out meeting people in 
the real world. 

David Vermeulen is one 
such leader. His Inner Cir¬ 
cle, launched in 2012, is 
more closely curating us¬ 
ers looking for meaningful 
connections, and he's host¬ 
ing offline events in cities 
around the globe to help 
moke that happen among 
his more than 2 million 
members. He said he sow 
o big shift in online dating 
attitudes toward the end of 
the decade os some peo¬ 
ple hove become "Tinder 
tired." 

"They really now ore looking 
for something more serious, 
something more genuine," 
Vermeulen said. 

Justin McLeod, who 
launched Hinge in 2011, 
shares Vermeulen’s view 
that dating opps should be 
focused on getting people 
offline. Hinge's tog line is 
the opp that's "designed to 
be deleted." 

In 2016, Hinge intentionally 
removed the swipe option 
to encourage more inter¬ 
action. When they were 
told that people felt over¬ 
whelmed by their number 
of choices, they created 
o "most compatible" func¬ 


tion. That, he said, "really 
helps people focus and get 
out on dotes faster." 

The Inner Circle plans to 
odd o "Let’s Meet" button 
to speed up the pathway 
from opp to real-life dote. 
"If you both click it, you 
con within the chat select 
days and venues that we 
propose and then you con 
go on o dote really quick¬ 
ly. And I mean going out 
for o coffee. I mean, that's 
the first step. But for o lot of 
people, it's quite o big step 
and we tried to moke that 
much more easy," Vermeu¬ 
len said. 

His opp also plans to odd 
on automated response 
to anyone who just mes¬ 
sages "Hi" os on introduc¬ 
tion, which he said is often 
o dead-end to dating. 
"We're gonna soy, OK, this is 
not the best start for o con¬ 
versation. You hove to do 
better," Vermeulen said. 

It’s not just the newer gen¬ 
eration of opps that ore 
adopting to changing 
dating attitudes. OkCupid 
is one of the original dat¬ 
ing sites, started by two 
Harvard moth graduates 
in 2004. Beginning life os o 
desktop website, it devel¬ 
oped into on opp with the 
advent of smartphones. To¬ 
day, OkCupid boasts that 
it sets up 50,000 dotes per 
week. 

The site enforces certain 
restrictions to try and weed 
out those not interested in 
getting to that dote. The 
company insists that users 
post more than one photo 
and puts them through o 
list of localized timely ques¬ 
tions before o profile con 


. mm 


ll4comm4ncbd for yoti v 



My ulr aginniatir 

IVp curranrly ituffylnff Cf Imlm/ofv a1 



This undated photo provided 
by OkCupid shows a page 
from the Dating app. 
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be set up. So if you thought 
you should ovoid talking 
politics or religion on o first 
dote, it seems the tides ore 
turning. 

Users con filter based on 
their views from climate 
change to Brexit. 

"In the U.S., we may ask 
you, how do you feel the 
upcoming election? We 
may soy, could you dote 
someone that didn’t vote?" 
said OkCupid's global chief 
marketing officer, Melissa 
Hobley. 

According to o Pew Re¬ 
search Center study lost 
year, 3 in 10 Americans 
hove used o dating site or 
opp and 12 percent hove 
married or hove been in 
o committed relationship 
with someone they met 
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This undated photo provide by Inner Circle shows a profile page 
on the dating app. 
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through online dating. 
Hobley said one of the most 
exciting developments os 
digital dating moves into 
the 2020s is in emerging 
markets including Indio, In¬ 
donesia, Turkey, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Japan and South 
Korea, where dating hasn’t 
always been so easy. 

In Indio, for example, o 
new generation of women 
ore "going to university, 
and they're working, and 
they're saying arranged 
marriage is not for me, and 
I wont the ability to find my 
own person, and for my 
marriage to be o choice 
that I moke," she said. 


Hobley has also seen strides 
in inclusiveness and support 
throughout LGBTQ com¬ 
munities, creating o safe 
space to express gender 
and sexuality preferences 
and to meet potential part¬ 
ners. 

"An estimated 70 to 80 per¬ 
cent of LGBTQ relationships 
started on o dating opp," 
she said. 

For Hobley, the love doesn't 
stop there. She said she 
gets on overage of 5 to 20 
wedding emails and invites 
o week. 

"I will crash your wedding," 
she jokes, "but we also send 
o gift."a 















